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SERMON XIII. 
The Evangelical Charity. 


— 
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2 1 Cox. xi. 4. 5. 


Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind : Cha- 
rity envieth not: Charity vaunteth not 
: itſelf ; is not puſfed up; deth not be- 


have iiſelf unſeemly, 


7H ATEVE R POT have 
been brought againſt the ſeveral 
outward circumſtances, and relations of 
facts in the-hiſtory of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, the force of it's internal evidence 
could neyer be denied. It's enemies the 
moſt avowed have been obliged to ac- ; 
knowledge that the moral ſpirit and ten- 
Vor. II. 8 dency 


2 SERMON XIII. 

dency of it's pretepts imply a more en- 
larged benevolence, and a more exalted 
virtue, than any ſingle adventurer in the 
regions of n was ever able to 
| ſtrike out. 


e's dn. been allowed, indeed, by Aa 
chriſtian writer *, that the collective vir. 
tues of the ſeveral philoſophic ſyſtems 
might make up a body of erangelcal 
morality; ; but, though this might, be 
true, of, what conſequence to. mankind. 

in... general, were thoſe. fragments of 
— doctrines chat lay ſcattered thrg? 
a variety of facts 37 unembodied for the 
direction of univerſal practice, and une 
enforced by.any n authority f 
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S ER MON XH. 3 
Whatever the friends of natural reli- 
gion may aſſert, mere ſpeculative truths, 
diſcovered by the human mind, will 
ſtrike but feebly upon the heart. It is 
neceſſary as well to believe that the pre: 
cepts we follow are of divine origin, as 
ro know them accompanied” with ſanc- 
tions of the higheſt importance. 


Upon this foundation · tand the inte- 
reſts of the chriſtian religion. A moſt 
exalted ſyſtem of morality, formed and 
embodied by the wiſdom of God; re- 
commends itſelf to our practice, not only 
by it's own amiable and intrinſic ex- 
cellence, but by the moſt intereſting 
ſanctions that can poſſibly appeal to our 
paſſions or deſires.” Our love of liſe is 

eren with the proſpect of im mor- 
1259725 * tality, - 


3 SER MON AMII. 


talky; and bur defre of happineſs is gra- 
rified' by promiſes of the moſt exalted 


auc invariable Felicity; dn RN int! 
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Motixes, A les popecefal chan 
theſe; might, one ſhould think, induce 
. t ohey che precepts of a religion 
that breathes {6 benevolent, ſo e 
int! AE" n 


Were the charity, ters deſcribed 1 
the apoſtle, univerſally prevaleht, how: 


 inflnitely greater and more r 
be the Tociat-hppineſs of mabÞ -:: 4 
LIL 130 rg. 5 302 161 b Ho * 


That: difarger, in the commerce of 5 
ſociety which atiſes from the too ready 
indulgener vf anger and reſentment, 
would then be eng berni 12 od 1 
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In this ſtate of error andd frailty,, where 
the beſt of human beings has. many 
faults, has much to be borne with, and 
much to he forgiven, this diſgofigion of 
Jokig-fuffering charity is indiſpenſibly | 
neceſlary for our commbnpente.,= Meal 
and imperfect creatures as we are, mali 
we indulge the peeviſhneſs of haſty cen» 
ſure ? Shall we give ourſelves up to cruel, 
and precipitate, judgments on what, at 
fir! fight, bears che appearange gf 5 
fault? —Svrely, af » we are of Tugh, a. Spirit, a 
we are deſtitute of that chatity, without 
which the apoſtle declares, that all aber 
properties mall Pear * pothiog.- 


The chert perlan fofferesh Tobey 
T he genius and preteprs of his religion 
reach him, what! the truth of Philoſophy 

4 B 3 | and 


5 SERMON XIII. 
and redfor Vikewiſe approve, t6 bear with 
the frailties of his fellow-creatures. 4 


bY He who is haſty to Aetermige upon 
the conduct and the principles of others, 
will often form injurious concluſions, 
and judgments always, at leaſt, uncha- 
 ritable; Many circumſtances there are 
which, upon a ſuperficial view, may have 
the appearance of vice, of impropriety, 
or of folly; but which, were we made 
ſufficiently acquainted with the cauſes 
that produced, or the motives that led 
to them, we ſhould frequently find to 
be ſuch as either the weakneſs of human 
nature could not caſily avoid, or ſuch as 
were. well and wiſely enough intended, 
though chance or error rendered the ef 
fect obnoxious, 6 
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SERMON XII. #F 

| Raſhreſentments are equally-inconfiſt- 
ent with true charity, and, with true phi- 
loſophy. The firſt recom mends a temper 
that is patient, forgiving, and ſubdued; 
the laſt adviſes us to preſerve our own 
quiet, by neglecting the inſults, and 
enormities of others. The firſt teacheth 
us to forgive, as we would be forgiven; 
the laſt ſuggeſteth to us, that, in conſe- 
uence of human imperfection, we muſt 
x neceſſarily meet with many difagreeab!e 
circumſtances, and that it would, be. ab- 
ſurd to expect from ſuch a creature as 


man unerring wiſdom, o: ere beer 
eee | 


The author of the book af Fdefir 
aſtes ſpoke agreeably to his character of 


wiſdom, when he aid, 3 


s SERMON XII: 


+.Takei.no heed: unto all words th 
<<. are ſpaken, leſt _ hear argen 
« curſe thaaa t nne 1012121 


40 For oftentimes alſo thine own heart 
cc knoweth that thou wad likewiſe. 


0 


Free 


« haſt curſed others . 


But the eſſential — of the 
chriſtian religion i is not only long ſuffer- 


ing; for | 3 
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rf wo 0.5 24 
II. Chai is kind: 1 
«a: AT Te ara Y YT 
* We Sano gh ode 


That benevolence, that Ebi f 
* opttiioh;” that” love of Human Kind ſo 
warrhly teboritended by the author of 
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out religion and ſo viſible in all his pre- 
cepts, render 2 as es” 
n amiable as a friend. 


| The 1 Beg ber who conſults only hs. > 
happineſs of the people, who, i in every 
edict, is apparently influenced by mo- 
tives that make for the univerſal e. 
is genetally and juſtly adored. 10412 


Such is the founder of the Chriſtian. 
diſpenſation—In all his doctrines, and in 
all his precepts, you ſee that Kindneſs ſo 
peculiar, to his own character, and ſo rer 
peatedly recommended to all his follow: , 
ers To love one another, to love as bre · 
chren, to o be kindly affeftioned one to un- ; 
other, are precepts univerſally enfarced © 
by all the. ee and apoltolicdl. 
writers. gi en n 3 * 

170 By 


20 8 ERMON XIII. 

By chat wiſdom which erreth not they 
were taught to know that this ſocial af- 
fection was the ſureſt foundation of mo- 
ral goodneſs--that love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour, and that, therefore, love is the 
e eee 


118 


80 een is this nn! kindneſs 
to the well being of ſociety, and-the hap- 
pineſs of human life, ſo expedient that 
benevolence which binds and endears us 
to eachother, that-no ſyſtem of religion, 
which ſhould not enjoin, no charity, chat 
mould not comprehend it, would be 
ſuited to the wants of the community, 
or adapted to the attainable excellence 


of our nature. 


Wo br 4 ' $147 ; i j-- 


tention beſt eker: 


x rad happineſs is founded on that 
. 


S ERM ON XIII. 
friendly and agreeable intercourſe we 
have with one another. Without kind · 
neſs this intercourſe cannot fubſiſt, or 
ſhould it be kept up by commercial in- 
tereſts, the heart would derive no fincere 
or valuable ſatisfaction from it, when 
neither dignified by TER nor en- 
en ene „ iS of 


1 


This Sifpaſition of kindaeſs wil Fad 
5 from many painful and criminal paſ- 
ſions, which the depravity of human na- 
ture is too apt to cheriſh, We can nei- 
ther rejoice over the misfortunes of thoſe 
we love, nor repine at their ſucceſs, 


III. Charity envieth nor. 


A happy exemption! whereby the Chrif: 


tian is ſet free from thoſe deſerved miſe- 
ries that deſtroy the quiet of the envious 


In SIR MON XII. 

lle whoſe, bopes lay hoſd on the ſubo 

lime felicity of heaven, and the rewards. 

of immortality, can never poſlibly-be ſen- 
| ble of envy, beeauſe thoſe diſtinctions 
and pöſſeſſioris which uſyally excite that 
ſenſation, with bm can have no merit. 
The heart whoſe affections are placed on 
things above, is privileged from all the 
vexations that attend this guilty paſſion. 


The human mind has always one prin- 
cipal object, to which it's attention is 


turned, and on which it's hopes are fxed. 
Whatever interferes with theſe hopes wilt | 
create uneaſineſs, and, if competition i 15 
in the caſe, there will be envy alſo. But 
a man can have no competitor for the 
favour of God, whoſe ſucceſs can poſ- 
ſibly be prejudicial, to him, , therefore, he 
who. ſeeks an incereſt.only in the counts 


# EL " A 


SFR MON AN 3 
of Providence, beer ee 
er 51. fo Fate 


— ee nd LOR 
cert, though they may require his 
attention, will never obtain ſuch an influ- 
ence over his heart as to make him en- 
vious. or diſſatisfied: when he beholds 
others more ſucceſsful in the purſuit. 
He moves forward with a calm and indif- 
ferent tranquillity, while he ſees many 
ſtrain before him to the goal of worldly 
diſtinctions and preferments. He is 
neither , envious\ at the ſucceſs, of evil 
doers; nor is his heart a ſtranger to 
etednek during the time ana Fheir corn 
and their. wine incrnaiets- | 4 


Jet 1 8 Bl 6 becauſe of uninter- 
erg interect that the charitable man 


cannot 


4 SERMON XII. 
cannot envy. He is exempt from ſuch 
ſentiments nn nobler Perner. * 


Tender and benevolent i in 1 all his diſ- 
poſitions, he has no with but for the ge- 
neral happineſs « of his fellow- -creatures, 
and in beholding that happineſs, he finds 
his own, Agrecably to the principles 
and the practice of his divine maſter, he 
is ready to rejcice with them that do re- 
Joice, and to weep with them that. weep ; 
far and happily different from the tem- 
per of envy, which weeps with them 
that rejoice, and rejoiceth with them that 


Tow gracious is that eternal provi- 
dence which thus, in every diſpenſation, 
conſults the benefit of mankind How / 


kind chat heavenly wiſdom which inſti- 
N 1 tuted 


* 
- . 


8 
S'E'R MO NN XIII. 


rated a religion; that; by reftifying the 
heart, gives it a capacity bf happineſs 3 

and by cheriſning the ſocial and bene vo- 
lent affections, would baniſh thatevilout 
of the world, which-is inſeparable from 


che indulgence of contrary diſpolitiang 5 


75 


What a miſerable ſenſation mut envy 
be! and how deſtitute even of the com- 
mon meaſure of happineſs | mult be thoſe * 


wretched minds that entertain it! A 
benevolent man makes the moſt of hu- 
man enjoyments. and not a. little in- 
creaſes that portion of felicity which falls 
to his own ſhare, by partaking of and 
rejoicing in the welfare of others: But 
the diabalical ſpirit of envy converts 
thoſe very circumſtances to miſery, from 
which bene votence 2 forth joy. 

Thrice 
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Thrice bappy that gentle and chert N 
table diſpoſition, | which o far from be- 
ing pained by the apparent ſuperiority 

4 others, would, in tenderneſs be un- 


willing, to give others pain whe MDC 
ſuperiority itſelf. 


| 2 e mo not ell js not 


"xy 13 7 from chat ge 


re 417 8⁵ 2 


nuine piety that chrillian \ benevolence, 
and meekneſs of which the charity we 
are here : deſcribing is HR, com- 


preherfiye. hog oF = 
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be Fae irt and "ie humble 
ſetiment are bnavoidably oe at” 
derived from the tempęt unt character of” 
he, author of C „ 


| * Taru 


NSN DA 
115 elne 
and J. 1 ch s a tc temper they 
will infallibly ly find that r re ha which h he hach. 
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promiſ 


8 aa is ſcarce 7 Candy 
brings more pain along wirkt it tha 
that of 2 However apt we are to 


intalge' it in outſetves; we always take 


a pleaſure in mortifying i it in others, and 


if we | likewiſe entertain ſo troubleſome 
a Acer we a fail of being morti- | 


fied 1 in om turg. 


Bt the humble mind is is never FTE 
to — troubles of this kind, and this 1s 


zer degree of happineſs. peculiar. to 
chat evangelical charity which. vanmeth - 


3% 


| not igel. urns veg MET r110TE 
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From what motives, or upon what 
principles this chriſtian love or charity 


is always accompanied by humility, it 
is not difficult to diſcover, L 


* 


Low and pride are always i incompa- 
tible. The one gives the preference and 


eſteem to it's object; ; the other aſſumes 
them both itſelf: The one is a ſocial af. 
fection extended to others; the other is 


a ſelfiſh paſſion that centers in it's own 
being. "Chriſtian charity comprehends 


in its ſcheme of benevolence all human 
kind, and being kindly affetioned i in bro- 
therly love, in bonour preferreth others. 
In ſuch a ſyſtem there is no place for- 
pride: becauſe there is no * over 
which it might exalt iel 1 


5002 bis wage? Hinillity 


ic 


S ER MON XIII. 19 
. Humility is a friend to decency and 
order, to a regular and becoming de- 
portment in every ſtation of life. And 
thus it is that 


V. Charity doth not behave iſe un- 
ſeemly. 


Upon an unwillingneſs to give offence 8 
no doubt it is that the apoſtle founds 
this characteriſtic of charity. 


And. indeed, this i is ſo amiable, and, £ 
for the commerce of ſociety, ſo neceſſary 
a quality, that the ſyſtem. of chriſtian, 
virtues woul1 have been very incom- 

plete without | it. 


Little and ungenerous minds there are 
that take a low-thoughted pleaſure in 
doing and ſaying offenſive and unbe- 

C 2 coming 


20 SERMON XIII. 
coming things—Theſe evidently want 
that efilarged and bene volent ſpirit which 
is inſpired by the genius, or formed upon 
the precepts of N 


It was partly upon this principle that 
St. Paul became all things to all men; 
to render himſelf agreeable to them he 
admitted nothing in his on conduct of- 
fenſive or unſeeralys; and this he did, 
as well in compliance with the ſpirit of 
| his religion, as that by this agreeable 
politeneſs, and conformity of . 
he might, b nn _—_— oY 


1 17 » as # R \ i d v 
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0 Ne in the truth. 


'S mind ; that teaches the ſocial affec- 
tions to expand ; and, baniſhing all that 
is ſordid, or ſelfiſh from the heart, in- 
ſpires it with the moſt diffuſive benevo- 
lence, and the moſt unbounded love of 
human kind. 
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SERMON xiv. 


The Branglical Charity.” 
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189 12 
Eb IVY xiii. 5, 6. 


chan ci not her own'; is. nat. a cal 
© provoked; thinketh no evil; rejoiceth 


OW. excellent is the ſpicir af that 
. religion which enlarges and exalts | 


C 3 Such 


2: SE N MON XIV. 

Such is the religion of a Chriſtian, 
In n the firit dawn of it's publication, it's 
Profeſſors were diſtinguiſhed by a de- 
gree of moral excellence which philo- 
ſophy had contemplated, but had never 
Roacpied:., 


Who can read without admiration, 
without catching ſomething of a divine 
enthuſiaſm, the account which the writer 
of the Atts has given us of the firſt little 
united band of Chriſtians | Sw 


All that believed, ſays i were 
= 4 A hs and bad al all things c com- 


1 . 3a 4 
. . - | f 
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«And fold their potions and 
"ue . Hang and parted them to all men, 


Faw x 1! 
. 


as every man had need. 
0 n « And 


— 


i SINGLENESS or HEART. | 


S. E RM. Q N. NIV. 23 
0 And they continuing daily with 


n 


5 one accord in the temple, a and break- 


« ing bread from houſe to houſe, did 


eat their meat with GLADNESS and 


3 wh 


i 


ee Praiſing God, and having favobr 


with all the people.“ 


However ſimple this narrative may 


appear, it exhibits a moſt lively picture 


of THE EVANGELICAL CHARITY, in it's 
various effects. | 


WT that believed a were e together. It was 


natural for a newly eſtabliſhed ſect to 


aſſociate, but the union of the Chriſtians 


vas rendered dear and indiſſoluble by 


chat charity, which was originally in 


from a 
9 "2" 


4 » 


— 4 


5 —— 


—— — 


r — mii ot at ———— R - 


_. & it Fe: l 
_ U 


2 — — . — 


25 SER * oh lv. 

By the precepts of their divine maſter 
the diſci ples had been taught to unite in 
Ken, to love and to ſerve one an- 
other; but from the influences of that 
comforter which he had promiſed, they 
now experienced a new attachment, and 
a tenderneſs towards each other which 
was derived from the _w of infinite 
benevolence. eq eld bon hm 


T1 581 QONS TEL Nag: 


7 he S which the deceiver made 
to our firſt parents, that by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, they Aer be as Gods, 


1 357 1 OWL 


_ 


from — 5 FEM Bel and they, appear- 
ed actuated only, by t that oc and i indif 


ail 
35 criminate kindneſz, which, We apprehend 

to be the diſtinguiſhing attribute of the 
Deity 


SE RM ON XIV. 25 

Deity—l days. indiſcriminate kindneſs; 
for the inſpired. vxiter informs. us, oe 
were got only dear ta, cach others, but 
that they had favaur of Ar lb — 
2 proof that their benevolence vas uni- 
verſalʒ for, when the pnimproved ſtate 
be no doubt but that they had amply 
merited this popular favour by their ex- 
N n © their Math * 


Ne 


VI ce ſeeketh not her own. a 


No foaery were the chriſtians united by 
this principle of love, than all thoughts 
of private intereſt or property Were ver- 
borne.” They ad all" Ling "es bon mon n 
far their Poſſeſs and go0t, and piirtea 
dri e 45 toth) dan Butt ne. 
SA d Sd Bt 


v0 


26 8 E RMO N. XIV. 

It is ĩmpoſũble to conſider theſe over- 
5 of an amiable and emhuſiaſtic 
generoſity without. pleaſure and admi- 
ration; but imparuality.muſt. acknow- 
ledge that it was too great to be laſting, 
"and roo diffalive to be long ſupported, — 
Flad wis ſpirit of unbounded benevo- 
ence and Uberality been univerſal, and 
had the world been carried away by the 
| famehappy enthiſiaſin, the conſequences 

would not have beet fo inconbenient; 
but it was neceſlary that the. vataries 
of chriſtianity ſhould ſubſiſt by a com- 


ho would avail themſelves of che un- 


- bounded generoſity of the former, with - 
our relieving the diſtreſſes which that ge- 

neroſity would produce Hence we find 
Aut the members of the infant church 


281i; Were 
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were frequently in the moſt neceſſitous 
circuniſtances; and chat the apoſtles had 
many times occaſion 26-ſolicit contribu- 
deus ee of fab. nid Sort 


- Bur however inconyenjens abi = 
i property, might, * forms, relpe&,.he 
found, it, was certainly preferable to that 
_unfeeling ſelfiſnneſs, which has diſgraced 
che later ages of the chriſtian world. 


Long, alas! hath been fled the libe- 
ral ſpirit of that charity which ſteketh not 
ber brun. It's general influence, atleaſt, 
hath long been loſt; for, though we ſee 
and diſinteteſted benevolence; how deep- 
ly ſunk in ſelfiſnneſs are the du uf man- 
"Kind how deſtitute of every principle 
9 that 


j 
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chat: centers, dot in Private advantage 


MM = 75 2 fi the loweſt 


72390 round 10 ' TW Br! — 


25 menen, b blotted 


NEG . 2463 © 
n 1 05 liſt of Virtues Yo E 
wa 745 the evangelical charity 
a paſſions } have too general an 
Influenc ce on the heart, and moſt of us, 
alas? e tho 


_ ko 


Südende auge 
70 = 8 72 is not cally provoked. 
Aix not caſy to determine whetherahe 
dom anche gopanels of ſuch a mind 
, groster—wbechen he lenity which 
— the inſults of other, or the 
Prudence which. defunds us dfrum the 


me prevalence 


- % be , 


* 
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prevalence of anger, telerves the hightel 


praiſe—The f firſt * is perfectly g. 
a * ee - by Te 
to the charidter of a See the = 


FR 


is worthy the wiſdom of a Philoſopher 


Wein. 0 


Act "5 
"Is a wright 3g hie is particular, as 
well as in all others, we need but follow 


a F 


invariably | the ſteps of our 3 — 


who, when be as "reviled, reviled © ot 
again; ; when be "ſuffered, | be 2 
26t ;" but © committed be, to bin th 

_ judgeth righteouſy. N 


| N Wes invariably 1 
the Redeemer is, perhaps, — as 
well as in mn 
— nadeall aiqepimedivig 
the paſſions and inſitmities of his nature, 
3AA8Y 229 ſeems, 


that 


30 S RIR MON Mv 
ſeems to have been ſenſible of this truth, 
when he tells us that charity is noteafly 
provoked ; as if he had ſaid © there is a 

degfee of injurious inſult, or of cruel 

_ «« àbuſe which human nature may not 

«be be able to bear: 1 Fnirritat ed patience 
te ug I n Tome cales 8, "he inconſiſtent 


5 779. 4 — 1% THI ITY ng 13K 


he ec with the intereſts of truth or 177 


tes & x 780 


00 and, in others, with che belt law of 


9 


« nature, elf. defence but regard to 
e the precepts of our divine maſter;, the 


« preſervation of our own tranquillity, 
Ant che peace of ſociety, require that 
e we ſhould be f te anger! that we 
«ſhould mot: eafily\ give ourſelves un 
tothe impulſo of reſenment. hut act. 
Ein: all — — 
mbele and ä 


30 o turned 
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« turned ut railing ng 2 an 
& e e 


5 Nu 


'To commit our cons onto bin that. 
judgeth righteauſly is the moſt proper de- 
termination for ſuch erring e creatures as 
we are, who ſeldom know how to adj uſt 
the puniſhment! to the fault, or, had 1 we 

| that knowledge, might be led beyond Wc 
the bounds of Juſtice by a partiality to 
our importance, or an indulgence WY our | 


4 A | \} 4 y 
. reſentment. | 
VIII BET $1 W | ay 


n 2 
wherein the well-being and even the 
, exiſtence of ſociety oblige us to retaliate” 
? dhe injuries of the offender. Indiſcrimi - 
1 nate furbearan e, like unlimited muni- 
1 N Iciag . 
of 


73 


A TW35 


* Fr N 
ſafe to forgive all here v ſhould meet 
with no valun/ary. inſults, as to giye 
away aur whole fubliance, whey, .ſe- 
cure; of. ſupport i che Aa of. 
f others. Aan £30. ;821do 2 3 0.3 vie Twp #7, 
19 2 8 160 689 Th val 
But theſe are days, aces A. 
the abovementioned virtues to be Bs 


LIC 97 noi 7161 
ried to their utmoſt extent 0 would | 
a diſparagement to che wiſdom and be- 


nevolence of the Supreme Beingrto fup- 


from us which would gither involye us 
in obvious: miſery. or — 
OUT..COUNTy.. | Such a concluſion woyld... 
be equally injutions, tg che hopour of, 


God, andiabuliveof, tha realan he bas 


given us for our preſervation. 
ing 10 baoe bos good 20g But 


1 I. 107 


* 


\ 


Holt it N 
But Höre bir fate Heerpokech; and 
excluims, * what will become of the 


I 6f religion, if in any eaſe, we rity” 
« Fectde fro the Teverity of the prez” 
% ceptꝰ 4 do not think it neceſſity 


to reply to this objection here, becauſe 


have, elſewhere * ſhewn that the ie preſent 


J 


pl of the "Cine law was necel- 


— Rf) ould Neb £ Ling 


1 0 
2 „tho human nature coul not in 
155 rely * ay th he exatied o obelliefice, * 


al r Ng 25 va 21 ne 


Mofeover, che conduct of ns apoſtle = 
vit regard to IYiHeneusand eander, 

particulafly rhe latter, fewo, — 
are drcumtſtabces in which's proper re- 
ſenittithr” fidy e icdlged.—Uf it halt * 
be fald, this behäviour war a weakiie© 
in te àpöfte f thin will, ar Keaftf makey 


| ohr ile 100 701 2p ne 
auen between Theodoſius and Conſtantia. 


Vol. II. . fon. 0 
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for the latter part of my argument, viz. 
that the divine la may, in ſome circum- ' 


nn human 


obedien cet. 5 5959 


I 2 po 10 7 


Though I here view the frailties of 
man with the eye of a a brother, 1 (Bred 


HOLY i 1102 Jbl 


for no unneceſſary, or unreaſona ble in: 
dulgence; ; Tam perſuaded that Grips 
and moraliſts have eyer hurt the intereſts 
of religion and virtue, "when. they. have 


required, in both an e per- 


9 . 183 ED : (31 4 [tho QA 


IM its! 


eee of ies inabillzy » to arrive at 
conſummate excellence, the mind be- 
holds it's duty with deſpair; when, 


guſta by fober Judgment and reaſon, 


Won TI! T5 


might have made : A a happy progre 
1 goodneſs. 7 e 


11 1 


by When 
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When religion is painted by the pu- 
ritan, and virtue by the romantic philo- 
ſopher, we ſnun the one as we would a 
ſpectre, and think of the other as of a 
indica | 


$ %, 7 ' : tr ne 4 


13 all our interpretations of ſcripture | 
doctrines we never ought. to loſe ſight « of 
reaſon, nor of the eternal attributes or 
God. The firſt we know to be one of 
his: gracious gifts, and that, therefore, 
he can recommend nothing to us as a 
duty, or even as a Point of faith, that i IS 
inconſiſtent with it's perceptions: The 


laſt we conceive to be unchaogeable, 


e — Wk "Each 


+ A. ES Fa 55 
other. ann 


, 
now ede 


\Agreeably ra chef principles, ler us 
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enquire | how we. are to e the 


Sn BL 


* when he ſays that 
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Vnk. Charity dinketh no en. 


* 
78 .- „e 


* his is to b be underſtood according to 

the general ſenſe, and acceptation of the 

expreſſion, and not in all the latitude 

that the words will bear: In the original 

it 1s, * doth not ſuppoſe any thing bad, or 
__ not entertain _— bad' e 


This is a wal Dent 0 f 
to charity, that the cenſorious and the 5 
malevolent are branded with the appel- 
lation of uncharitalla Not, indeed, 0 
Vithout juſtice, or propriety; for the 2 
charity, of. opinjon may have as much a 
merit as that of beneficence, / and is oc 
equally neceſſary to the * of fo- — 
nn. eon ,fNONNE) 1 
0208 113707 90 on DILOHA 2210 t are 
coi! | * Nothing 3 


ng 
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Nothing can be a ſurer proof of a ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, of a heart that is hu - 
manized by | the precepts of Chriſtianity, 


than, in general, to think. e ay 
fayourably of bal 51 


* 


. 4 * % 


The 8 of the ended take their 
colour frequently from the inclinations 
ol che heart, and ſuch as we know our- 


>ſelves; we imagine others/to be. A good 


man will not eaſily think evil of his fel- 
bow creattires, but will give to all the 
credit of virtue, till experience and the 
evidence of facts have nnd Al 


alt they, do not geſerye it. 8 


145 99901 supa 


Canto: however, and the ſenſe of 
that malignity which! is the diſgrace of 
our ſpecies ſhould not be totally abſent 


A . 


— . 
— ——— — IR * 


s "Act. of eh And veracity 
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from the thouglits of à good man. Too 
indiſcriminate a charity of opinion may 
make him the dupe of villainy, and the 


generoſity of his ſpirit and his ſentiments 
may contribute to the ſucceſs of defign- 


1 4 80 wickedneſs, 


In uch a cal he Wld | kave reaſon 
to lament, that while he had attended to 
one of his maſter's 1 precepts, he had ne- 
elected abother; and. would be convin- 

ced that, in a world like this, the wiſ- 
am of. the ſerpent, was by no means leis 
neceſſarx than the jmocence of the deve. 


2411 Je IIA 


3 "The, wo however, which he hopes 
r yall gratify | both 


18 


gh and thin 


114 » — 57 FP ihe 67 41 
= Pectatione yg His benevolence, 


* e*beholds it prifiifed'; and the 


will 


2 
ts 


a and happily intereſts himſelf 1 in it. 
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will yield him che a nee ww 
7 tion. For o dieneo r dn Hint Slibe 
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but rejoiceth 1 in the t 
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The happineſs which virtue gives is 


not. derived; alone from the private and 
F onal Practice of it. | Every 00 true 


roi to piety 2 and gopdneſs has a a real 
pleaſure | 10, their ſucceſs, and generouſly 


PR 


In the ſucceſs of iniquity Gaby! can- 
not rejoice, becauſe that ſucceſs is preju- 
dicial to the common Weng but = | 
; Prevalence of truth, the p p 
. goodneſs, and the eſtabliſhment 70 > 

. tice cannot but be grateful 10 tl that an 
five benevolence which ambraces human 
D 4 kind, 


b rer 
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kind, and rejoiceth in the viſible happi 
neſs of the wolld. O M A A OC 


- 


That charity would, indeed, be nar- 
row and "imperfect, hich) thould hot 
comprehend the general intereſts of vir- 


tue, nor concern itſelf beyond the li- 


mits of perſonal connections 


range, and having at heart che uber 
happineſs of mankind, rejoiceth, upon 


thoſe principles, when truth aud "gp 
ovlneſs Houriſh, c on the earth, 


M1305 . A * 


It 1 morecer, RAE) alight 


a when the religion of her divine mier 


prevails amotig men; chat exalted pl. 
lanthropiſt, with whom the ex iſted from 
the Ages of erertitty, and in whoſe bo- 
ſom, Jhe ſhall repoſe when time ſhall be 
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Charity deareth all things, 8 all 
| things, r all things endureth all 


this. iden e ANN 
% 4 3-8 2 > - . R * 


Toe "my and ſobmitting ſpi- 
rit, that patient ſuffering, and 
ſilent reſignation by which the Author 
of our, religion was ſo, amiably diſtin- 
guiſhed, could not but be ese 
among thoſe. moral graces, which. are 
e under this b term. 
of Tir 


1 
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F236 X. Charity beareth all things; en- 
dure e d. I 57 Hilde 


—— — 23. 


Wie, 1053. 


Patience j is not leſs e an at- 
ra 3113-29 fp 10 1554 


abute, of chriſt janity t than it was of chat 
"philoſopher of | old, which went un- 


der the name of Stoiciſm——Bur the 
_ patience. of - a. chriſtian is of a very 
different nature, and founded on prin- 
ciples very oppoſite t to that of the Stoic. 
The. former ariſes. from the diſpoſition 
of the heart; . the latter reſted on an 
ideal fortitude ; ; the, mere philoſophy 


ie brainer The ee hp. its ori- 


Spring al bie, The, Gren 
reſigned as a being We on, and 

ſubmiſſive to the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence: The N wa the Stoic's 


Nr eg. 
O Od eO Ao patience 


7 
«7 4+ 
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patience were centered in himſelf, and 


conſiſted in a vain andninitoral affec- 
tation of deſpiſing exterior evils, — 
The Chriſtian acknowledges. the power 


of calamity, and the diſtreſſes of pain, 
but ſubmits. to them from areſigious 
acquieſcence in whatever the ſupreme 
Governor of the univerſe is pleaſed to 
permit—The Stoic idly endeavoured 1 to 
Perſuade himſelf that there was no fuch 
thing as evil in the world, and, deſ- 
titute of the comforts that attend a 
N reſignation on religious principles, lan- 
guiſhed under the irreſiſtible attacks of 
miſery, while he was making fruitleſs 
efforts to believe that erent hy bal; no ex- 
i Na bie ed B DI! OT 51 


% : 1 * 
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— Sebold . ans pt: is that 
wiſdom which cometh from above, to 
| the 


o n 


— — —— — 


| and, in cultivating patience, deſtroyed 
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the uhalfiſted ſearches of human rea- 
ſon! how blind, and bewildered were 

the children of philoſophy, compared 
to thoſe that walk in the light of the 
king God How vain were their at- 
tempts to "find a remedy for the evils 
of life, excluſive of thoſe hopes of im- 
mortality, which the goſpel brought to 
light? ? How inferior i in all that is truly 
great and magnanimous were che diſ- 


<iples of Zeno to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt! 
—The followers of the heathen Philo- 


Topher, to avoid the inconvenient ef- 
fects of their paſſions,” were taught to 


oppoſe their! laiidable -exertions,” and 


Hereby defeated" that end for Which n na- 


tute had apPOinted them. To ative at 
fortitude, they aimed at inſenſibility, 


al 


8E RON 18 
the gentle affections. To be exempt 
from miſery, they endeavoured to de- 
prive the heart of its feelings, and, 
from a ſelfiſh; view. of ſecuring their 


own tranquillity, they, proudly branded 
eompaſſion with the name of weak- 
neſs. od <0: o in 


} 4 +> 


Upon far more amiable and more 


noble principles, the fortitude of a 


C brite is. formed. His patience is 


the aſſociate of Cuanrry, and by chat 


quality, which implies the love of 
God and of humankind,. he. is taught 


to bear What the wiſe, providence. of 
the former a haye N or che 
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4 SERMON, XV, 
The, payjence that, in. derived. from 
ſuch, a, diſpoſ tion is nat to he wearied, 
out by che frequent attacks of miſery: 
The ſame, principles will. laſt for exer, 
and will ſupport him under the repeated 
viſſtations of affliction. It is che ex- 
alted ſpirit of this charity, this divine 
and ſocial love, that renders him ſupe- 
rior to the ſufferings of human cala- 
mity. It is an emanation of the Deity 
himſelf, a diſpoſition derived from and 
approaching towards the ſupreme per- 
| . which fs: Ine 


0 go lei ol yra>upott zu, Ala, 


1. el and perfection of hu- 


man nature conſiſt in making the. near- 
eſt poſſible approaches to the diſpoſi- 


tion of God: and 1 
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repreſent his divide Creator ſo much as 
in this exalted ſpirit of ie Evangelical 
Charity. From this? be acquires an in- 
clination of being pleaſed and ſutisfled 
with "every thing, and that Habit öf 
mind which makes im chearfol ufder 
circumſtances of eaſe, renders him rel 
ſigned to the ſtroke of affliction. 
<. we, ſaith he; recerve good at the bam 


ft the Lord? and foall we not ſubmit 


to evi? i As the ſtate of man is deter- 
* mined by the unerring Wiſdom to be 
«a ſtate of probation, ſhall we nor beat 
« with patience thoſe temporary evil 


which are frequently fo . to 


& the mind. and afford ihe nobleſt en exer- 
et fe c tüte“ „i ano vgn CREOLE 
foquh od o eqn oldioq 0 


But che Captain of bur ſulvationy who 


was made perfect through ſufferings, en- 


forces 


4 SERMON xu 
forces this patience as well by the per- 


ſuaſion of example, as. by che authority 
of precept. 
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See how mild! how filent the illuſ. 


trious Sufferer l. under the laſt· diſtem 


of nature how patient! how reſigned } | 
he prayeth, indeed, that the bitter cup 
of affliction may paſs from him, but un- 


der an entire reſignation to the divine 
vill. 


e eh © Dofonanet 3199 ogg 
* Pather, if wha dg oath” 
« from me, unleſs I drink i i, thy Will 
40 be dene. | 19 % n „Anif | 7 
Doch 16 15158} 1152-283 100 bag n 
„Such verg the. exprefions-zof oyR 
dixine Maſter, and ſuch, ought: to he 
the language; of every Chriſtian, under 
the various . of natural, 


Or 
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or of wert &vil, to which, es mortal | = 
creatures, ve ate expoſed,” 


Nor ought we leſs WT to imi- 
tate our bleſſed: Redeemer in his conduct 
towards men than towards his heavenly / 
Father. His patience in the one cu 
exemplary as his reſignation in the other. 


** by 


It was to fallow the ſteps of their 
Lord in boch theſe” reſpects, that the 
apoſtles were reconciled: to the ſevereſt 
ſufferin gs and the nad FG con- 
mph. 85 C1 
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« ] think,” nich one of the moſt &dlo- 
quent, and not the leaſt ſufferer of thoſe 
holy” meſſentgers, & that God hath ſet 
«+forthi us;:the Apoſtles laſt, s It were * 
appointed to death. Por we are 
Von H. O 25:0 Beni ants made 


* * 
1 * 


5 9 


— 
. 


— 


is eaten; 
Des. . — — — 


I 
C 
5 


* . = *. 4% — — i = - %s _ 
— F 
— — .. —— 
8 
— — 2 "4 2. SARS ws 


— — —— — - 
=" "4 : . * 
. 


* we are weak 3 z we Are deſpiſed.” 
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made a ſpectacle unto the world, and 


to angel, and to men. 


We are fools for Chriſt's lake; 


a. 


ky « « Even unto this peut bour,. we 
« both hunger and. thirſt, and are nak- 
te ed, and are buffeted; and have no 


UE certain dwelling-place : 


And labour, working with our own 
hands. Being reviled, we bleſs ; being 
«perſecuted, we: ſuffer it; being de- 


tt famed, we intreat. Filo 


There is ſcatcœ any circumſtance of 
human affliction, which "theſe devoted 
men did not ſuffer, and moſt of them, 
indeed, they have themſelves recorded. 
eu is it to be wondered that they 

5 ſhould 
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ſhould record chem, ſince they gloriet 
in their perſecutions, and counted ĩt/ joy 
that they were thought worthy to ſuffer 
ſhame in the cauſe of the Redeemer. her 


But it was, nevertheleſs, on this grace 
of charity, this divine and ſocial love, 
that all their fortitude and their for- 
bearance were founded. Unſupported 
by this living and active principle, na- 
ture might have overthrown the reſo- 
lutions of reaſon, even while the latter 
was appealed to by the . of im- 
mortality. 

The ſenſe of preſent evil has ſo, _ | 
adde gar" the frailty of hu- 
man nature, than the proſpect of dil- 
tant good, that, though the immediate 

en of the apoſtles were not to 
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ciple, that is neither to he overcome 
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be compared with their future rewards, 


yet, as men, they might have fainted 
under their tribulations, had not their 
hearts been confirmed by this animat- 


| ing, this heaven-inſpired ſpirit of Cha- 


nty. 


Love is an active and unwearied prin- 


by difficulties, nor deterred by dangers. 
For ever tending towards it's object, 


ahd every affection of the heart abſorbed 


in the intereſt” of that odject, all 
circumſtances that are foreign to this 
end are conſidered as indifferent, and 
all the inconveniences that attend the 
purſuit of it are borne without a ure 
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The object of the apoſtles love was 
thei amiable, their adorable . maſter.— 
With unwearied perſeverancethey preach- 
ed. his doctrines with unbounded af- 
fection they purſued his intereſts—No 
labour was too difficult to execute 3 
no miſery too painful to bear. —lInſpired 
by that charity which bearetb, which 
endurerls all things," they rejoiced in af- 
fliction, and triumphed over death. This 
was that love of God in- Chriſt Jeſus 
their Lord, from which one of them 
declares, that neither death nor! life, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 


preſent, not things to come, nor height, 


nor depth, nor any other creature, ald 
be able to ſeparate them. 5 
This triumphant declaration Was. in- 


mir fulfilled in all the conduct of 


E 3 the 


* 
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the fainted ſufferers. Life they eſteem- 
ed not, but as it was exerciſed in eſta- 
bliſhing the religion of their Lord; and 
death they counted gain. Human prin- 
Cipalities and powers were of little weight 
with them, who concluded that it was 
better to obey God than man ; and 


who, when they were brought before 
Tulers and kings for their maſter's 


name, were ſo far from being deter- 
red by their authority, that they bold- 
ly pteached his doctrines and aſſert- 
ed his truth in their - preſence, — 


Things preſent did not, and things 
to come could not weaken their faith, 


or weary out their love - nor could 


height or depth, in which the utmoſt 
bhounds of nature, and every poſſible 
contingency are implied, have power 


ta 
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to change that charity which ever 
faileth, which, came down. from heaven, | 
and aſpired to it again. anbile 


With reſpe&, indeed, to bearing and 
enduring, thoſe, properties of charity 


were in a more extraordinary manner 


exerciſed i in, the perſons of the apoſtles, *_ 


than they have been, or, at leaſt, now 
are in any members of the Chriſtian 
Church. If our graces, if our gifts are 
not equal to thoſe which the firſt pro- 
moters of (Chriſtianity poſſeſſed, neither 
are our trials equal to theirs.— The 
Almighty Providence ſeems always to 


dave proportioned the powers of his 
ſervants to the exigencies of the time, 
and to have granted ſuch degrees of 


grace and faith as might be adequate 
| | E 4 to 
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to the perſecutions or rempraton that 
were to be undergone, / ET) 
Poſſibly that exalted degree of 4 
rity, which the apoſtles derived from 
the ſpitit of God, may be now no more ; 
but, as we are expreſly told that it 
never faileth, ſo much of it muſt fill 
remain as may be neceſſary to ſupport 
us in the ſeveral departments of duty, 
and to place us above the influence of 
accidental, calamities or remprations. 


36 


We have not what the apoſtles had 
to bear. — We are not perſecuted on 
the account of religion; but life as 
many other moral evils which: call upon 
aus for ſuch à fpirit of reſignation and 
patience as is inſpired by the lang of 
«God and of hamankeind. on 5 

Akute There 


There are, moreover, meny other 


at 

. graces neceſſary, though poſſibly not in 
ſo great a degree, for us as they were 
In for the apoſtles; nor is it "oy gs 
5 means neee to us that 11 
it 

in | KI. Cbarity hopeth all things, 24 
A | lieverh all things. 

D 0 hether we ſuppoſe that this hope 
0 


"ns ibed by the apoſtle to charity, is 
to be accepted in a moral, or in a 
teligious ſenſe, it will be found equal- 


on ly neceſſury to our peace. We ſhall 
28 do wiſcly, therefore, to cultivate it in 
in both;; and ſhall find it for our happi- 
d neſs neither to fear. every tbing from 
f man, while we hope every thing from 


God, nor * while we hope every 
r thing 
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thing from man, to fear every thing 
from God. 0 A 


Either of theſe apprehenſions muſt be 
equally deſtructive of our peace: Our 
dependence on the Almighty muſt make 
us everlaſtingly wretched, if accompa- 
nied only by fear; and our commerce 
with our fellow creatures would render 
us miſerable, were all confidence, all 
hope at an end. He who hopeth all 
things from God, gives that, honour to 
his merciful attributes, which is due 
from reaſon and from gratitude; he 
who hopeth every thing from man, 
even though he ſhould then" be diſap- 
pointed, is poſſeſſed of a happier, be- 
cauſe of a more benevolent temper, than 
thoſe that look upon mankind: as in 
a ſtate: of general (enmity, and think 
N | of 
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of every man they meet with, EY of 
a deſigning foe. 


However, with reſpect to our hope 


both from God, and from man, ſome 


reſtrictions, no doubt, are neceffary; 
what we know of the diſpoſition of 
our fellow creatures, and what we be- 
lie ve of the nature of the ſupreme Being, 


ought to regulate our expectations in 
regard to e | 


We are not to hope that the eternal 
Lover of truth and juſtice can leave unpu- 
niſhed the tranſgreſſors of his ſacred laws, | 


| We believe that he is a rewarder only 


of the ſincere of heart, the faithful and 
the honeſt; and from thence we may 
conelude; with the ſacred. writer, that 


fy ho e 4 the hypocrite ſhall periſh; 


Expe: 
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Experience convinceth us, that, with 
reſpect to our fellow creature, univer- 
ſal righteouſneſs is far from prevailing 
among men: It is, therefore, neceſſary 
for our own ſecurity, that our_ hopes 
of them ſhould be bounded by reaſon 
and experience that we ſhould neither 
indiſcriminately judge of the whole ſpe- 
cies as deſtitute of every moral principle, 
nor implicitly truſt them with our lives 
and fortunes.—The firſt ſentiment would 
always be injurious to the community; 
the other might, many times, be detri- 
mengal to purtives. 


42 FI 
In this manner; by” under theſe + 
firitions, to hope and to believe will, 
I truſt, be found conſiſtent with FRE 
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* he Doctrine of Repedher 
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Jos xi. 13, 14. 8 
It thou prepare thine heart, pe? Brevch 
cut thy hands towards him; if iniquily 
be in thy hands, put it far away, and 
let not wickedn:ſs dwell in thy taber- 
nacles. ..... 1 497196 53 


—— we * 


VER ſince religion was publiſhed 
in the world, repentance has been 
conſidered. as a part of it... 0 (2001 Bnht 


We muſt, however, except the firſt 
publication of the will of God. Our 
firſt 
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firſt parents were created perfect, and if 
they tranſgreſſed the religious obligation 
which they received from their Creator, 
they were by no means to be excuſed 
through an act of repentance; for repent- 
ance only can be admitted in a ſtate of 


. * . 


But when this became the ſtate of 
man—when by the loſs of his original in- 


nocence, and the high privileges of his 


nature, he became an eaſy prey to every 
temptation, it was neceſſary that the di- 
vine lawgiver ſhould no longer be ex- 
treme to mark what as done amiſs—that 
he ſh6uld accept of ſome ſacrifice for fin, 
ſome ſatisfaQion for the breach of thoſe 
laws, which, without ſuch acknowledge- 


ments, would have loſt their authority; * 


and, had no ſuch acknowledgment been 
| admitted, 


mn > 0 
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admitted, would have proved miniſters 
of wrath, to eſtabliſh more A 
ths doniinierr of Gent PI 


Theſe facrifices were at firſt a kind, of 
penal taſk, till the improving arts of ſo- 
ciety had rendered it eaſy to procure 
them, and the increaſe of property facili- 
rated the commiſſion of fin, 


Hence, in the Jewiſh e of 0d l it 
was as eaſy for a rich man to ſin, and to 


expiate, as it is at preſent, in the church 


of Rome. 


This abuſe of the eins intention 


of facrifices, was complained. of by. thol e 


prophets. and legiſlators who, being of 
a more liberal turn, concluded that the 


Almighty could no longer be pleaſe with 
1 „ 


9E R N XVI, 
. N 37711 


1 of thoſe ertetnal atonements, which, 
as they were no ſo eaſily elfected, could 
no mote ſtrengthen the authority of the 
laws, than they could tend to the perſec 
tion or the improvement of manners. 


In the divine name, therefore, they 
called upon the people to bring no more 
vain oblations, but to turn from their evil 
ways, and to offer that ſacrifice to God, | 
which alone could be acceptable to a rea- 


ſonable being, a * that nee of 
its former wickedneſs. . 0 


$247 


This is what we mean 1 chat repent- 
ance; Which, under the (Chriſtian yt: 


tem likewiſe, qualifies us for the 'mercies 
of oo and the mediation of Chriſt. | 


3” 41,10 
Bat Mt bg 140} $04 < 
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* how not found this duty laid down 
100 where more regularly than in the 


bh 


above quoted words of Job's s friend. 


The whole of it 1s s ſpecific in four 
parciculare't n rt! 244 16 100 


* The Preparation of the ade 


þ 


"I The act of | humili ation before hy 


ik thoy, prepare, thy heart, and 
teich our chy hands towards him. . 


18; We have inſtructions for our con- 
duct, in conſequence of ſuch'a ons” 


tion and An W 
2 191 16113 se- IW 1597+ 
in! b in.chy bands, ple 
cc far away.” 951i 6MUs © 7 EE” 3 4 1483 


ade e eue ie. 
able to the former, to regard the conduct | 


of but families. 


Vor. II. 1 And 


and deſperately wicked > To unfold, and 
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Ang ee en dwell mae 
* tabernacles“ 


T be firſt men 28 it is the firſt 


neceſſary duty; is the preparation of the 


beart 3 a duty not lefs difficult in the 
execution? than important in the end; 
for the brar ii deotitful' above all things; 


to examine clearly im all it's principles, 
to diſcover and expoſe it's reconciling 


acts, and to trace it through the receſſes 


of vanity and of care, is a taſk for Om- 
niſcience; nor is it from the loweſt con- 


viction af che Almighty Power chat he 
15 called the ſearcher of bearts. 4s 


* FI age 
1 , . 1 


| examination, -however IF 
is ſeldom agreeable : Even piety is ſome- 


times afraid of finding too many weak - 
8 neſſes 
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neſſes for the divine indulgenceʒ and it 
is the induſtry of vice to ſtealftom con- 
viction, and to tread bop by bop r 
ing lion. 
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Let not, We . 1 
afraid to ſearch his heart, nor to lay open 
his failings before his father who is in 
heaven. The God of metcies and of 
wiſdom will not ſuffer his creatures to be 
rrwpteld abvoe what they are able to bear, 
but will, with the temptation, mate a way 
1 eſciipe. © Whoever is free from the 
abandoned gvik of voluntary crimes 
need not doubt ro find © acceprance with 


him, whoſe merits have made ſatisfaction 


for the involuntary and me frail- 
ties of bungen nature. 
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But ſhameleſs and obdurate vice has 


much more to do. He, who has been 


long deaf to the remonſtrances of reaſon 
and of conſcience, in whom the prin- 
ciples of wickedneſs haye been confirm. 
ed by habit and by time, will find it 2 
work of labour to remove that barrier he 


bh has been ſo induſtrious to raiſe Seen 
W and his falvation. Munten, 


5 Ts 


When the mind a ik Inaned 
bp wickedneſs, it is in danger of loſing 
even the Hberty of changing it's prin- 
eiples, and of reſcuing itſelf from the 


4 


— vicious habits.” Jets” 105 l 


: Unhappy. * 4 "hardened geber 


dle Wg ec of repentange.is to him fo 
| Seat; yet more unhappy, if he Numbers 


31 5 } INC } 10 A „in 
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in unalar med ſecurity;to be awaked only 
by the laſt ſtroke of deathl 41, 1 


Let him whoſe life has refembled, 
but who would not wiſh that his laſt end 
ſhopld be like this, inſtantly prepare bis 
beart for the buſineſs of 'repentance— 
Let not his averſion to religion, nor even 
his eaſe and ſecurity under his preſent 
circumſtances, render him inattentive to 
his duty, or repreſs the ſenſe of the di- 
vine diſapprobation. He cannot be with - 
out 2 3 conviction, if be com- 
pare his conduct with the laws of God; 
and a reaſonable, canviction once exeit- 
ed, what remains but - to impreſs the 
force of it on the heart? 


5 er, ast 0 „ che heart r flioald be 
in- 
terfere; and 3 * „en of rea- 


"ſap, and of conſcience. 


E The 
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1 The man of pleaſure cannot conceive 
| | how there ſhould be any happineſs 1 in the 
: enjoyments of the mind, or chat it can 
exiſt in any thing except che gratifica- 
ral, contrary t to the precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity, he cannot think of conforming to 
rules of conduct chat preclude his favou- 
rite purſuits, or of languiſhing away an 


undiverſified life i in penal auſterities, and 
monaſtic dulneſs—Such are his ideas of 

religion, which he conſiders only as a 
gloomy inftirution, that dooms i its vota- 
Fes to ſadneſs and melancholy. - A 


: - 
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The man of a avarice. 1 1 no 
Pleaſure but in the acquiſition of, riches 

the ambitious and the vain, who can 
| her — only by the dreams of emi- 
nence, 


tion of the ſenſes—As theſe are, in gene- 


/ 
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gence, and the ſlattery of dependenee— 
the villaip 0 of every denomination, 1 under 
the maſk, of Picty, or the front of pro- 
fligacy—Theſc will hardly be induced 
by any convictions of reaſon to embrace 
thoſe precepts which deny them their 
plea ures, and thoſe doctrines that would 
change the ſyſtem of their lives. A 


But religion's.. moſt prevailing rivals ; 
for the heart, are the love of pleafure, 
and the deſire of fame Theſe -paſſi ions 


were given us by the wiſe and benevolent 


author of nature for gracious and for 
glorious ends—to direct us for the Bri 
to the fountains of immortal Hife, and for. 
the laſt tO the approbation of our God. 
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From the perverſion of theſe paſſions 
we Ne ben on our ming 
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- The queſt of pleaſure is generally con- 


fined: to our younger years - Whatever 


flatters the 8 we purſue 
wich all 'the eagerneſs of inexperience, 
alike regardleſs” of the admonitions of 
thoſe ho have proved the vanity of 
this World's enjoyments, and the doc- 
trines of thoſe who remind us of another 
—The heart has found whereon it may 


repoſe, and to prepare it for repentance 


from what it approves, though 1 it were 
repentance from dead works, would be ut- 
terly i im pfacticable— Before the heart 
can repent, it muſt firſt learn to diſap- 
prove ir $ s purſuits ar and attachments. | 


* 


Here then or me obſerve to the jog” | 
ad che gay, that thoſe idle leaf 


Ni 1E11). 160 


they at are : NOW 1 in Putfalt of, We, in Sete 
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ral, not only heneath the dignity" of a 
reaſonable being, but will, certaimy, 
after a ſhort time, delight no more 
Youth and beauty are poſſeſſions they. 
are parting with every day. The re- 
joicing ſpirits of manly vigour, the EX+! | 
ulting hope, the enchanting proſpect, 
ſoall in a few, may in a,wery, few, years... 
be extinguiſhed in the dark manſions of 
the grave. , 
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Every fair form that! is now animated 


with lively ſcale and ſprightly fancy, 
ſhall ſoon moulder i in the common duſt; 


ſenſeleſs and forgotten through a {cries 
504 
of ene, ere we once mote 


ee in this Laaer pr rer 


Aenne 


vations may be cloled io T ſcokbility.” „ 


Hou 
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How ain then to form any engaging 
attachments, except that on, which 15 
needful,; in a life ſo: ſhort, and, 1 in all 
things ſo uncertain ] Vain, at the beſt, 
are all the pleaſures of youth; but more 
Ne are * 2 8850 purſuits 
of 4 1811 
Ambfton and yanity; which are the 
offspring of the before- mentioned per- 
verted love of fame, are not ſeldom to 
be found in thoſe years, which wiſdom 
and experience ſhould have crowned 
with virtue—-Yet, is it poſſible? 2 Can 
age have it's vanities | ? Shall the plume 
of folly 1 nod over grey hairs? Can there 
be any thing here of conſequence enough 
to alarm or Intereſt thoſe, who ſhortly 
are departing never to return? What is 


the 
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the buſi neut arertoinighty crigaze- 


ments that can employ the prudence and 
wiſdom of age? Can it be exereiſed 


in the purſuit of titles, or honours? in 
adding new decorations to an houſe, or 
new dignities to a name ?—in courting 
the breath of popular favour, or in feaſt- 
ying rumour of the day ?— 
employments of declining 
c prevent the heart from 
For the great buſineſs, of 


Bur if the arguments which are drawn 
from the vanity of earthly purſuits 
ſhould not have ſufficient weight to 
overcome our artachments to them, the 
proſpects and the ſanctions of Futurity 


canngt ſurely, be confdcred. in vain. 


The 


— — v ũÜuPk V ͤò—ůò' d 


ISS 


%, 


- — 


pW 3 


oy 23 — 
— a. * 


76 S ERM ON XV: 
Thee ſenſe of a total excluſion from 
happineſs, and from'God——the' final 
forfeiture of thar immottality which the 
mercies of redemption have ſecured, 
and the gla@tidings of the goſpel have 
brought ro light, muſt on a mind, not 
loſt to ſenſibility, as yet = as to > reaſon, 
have uli effect. 1 


— 


Let mould every eee 
12 ſhould every motive, how- 
ever powerful, fail to excite in the 
abandoned a ſenſe of his miſery, and 4 
" ws for repentance the heart where 
vice has been long eſtabliſhed, though 
human means are ineffectual, there is 
yet a reſource i in. that power t to whom 


# 2 192 ' 


nothing is impoſſible. 


He Who has been org under the in- 
Kbegee of fin, fhould he beholdl- the 


Vit M/ 


danger 


danger to which he is expoſed. ſhould 
he be convinced of the ruinous condition 
af wickedneſs, yet find his heart unwil- 


thing remains for ſuch a one but to ap- 


aſſiſtance. Let this 1 18 by no means a pre- 
carious reſource; for, has it not the con- 
firmation of a divine promiſe, that the 
returning ſinner ſhall not ſue in vain? 
and is not ke faithfas who bath promiſed ? 


T7 
* 


This introduces the ſceond circum- 
ſtance in the progreſs of repentance, viz, 


The aft of humiliation before God. | 


2 When thou haſt prepared thy Ka, 
8 y9Y 


WHEY up thy y Bands t towards him. 
<y ft 10 Wir fl 0 
When we addreſs our Prayers to a 


power ſo infinitely ſuperior to US, as the 
Almighty 


181 


ling to quit it's preſent attachments — no- 


ply to the divine bounty for grace and 
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Almighty, is coe d 10 be, we cannot 
þexoo attęntive to the propriety cven of 
dur external de portment. And that at- 
ntude of body which: carries with it the 
marks af ſubmiſſioi we ſhould do well to 
obſerve, becauſe it is nothing more than 
- another kind of ſpetch, or expreſſion, 
nen the meaning of che mind. 


But e be the poſture « of the 
body, during our penitential prayers, | let 


% _— # © 


us be eſpecially a attentive to the condition 


1457 


of che mind. 8 | 
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*. dur prayers aſcend with fuch 4 
degfee of faith as may entitle us to tome 
unte God by belicbing that be is, aud that 
be is a rewarder vf all furh as call upon 
bim faithfully. Let us not render our- 
- Eves diſqualified for his mercies; by en- 


ware 25 tertaining 
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ot tertaining any doubt that he will extend | 
of them even tous. ＋et us coneſude that . 
t- the humble ſpirit which acknowledges 
« it's weakneſs, and ſeeks for ftrengrh in | 
to the Lord of armes, ſnall never Wade | 
in Pons of THINS or nee e 
n, 8 1A 120 Hoher | 
. Lie us Weder that the Father of , 
i mercies is always more ready to hear 4 
i than we ro pray, and that he 1 IS, indeed, 
7 wont to give more than we can poſſibly 

deſerve: Alt would be endleſs to en me- 

rate the many paſſages in the holy {crip- 
4 tures that contain the gracious, promiſes 
2 of reconciliation to returning ſinnets 
I The ali-merciful God will in 20 N 
/ but ſuch as come unto kim. Thoſe, that 
k ſeek ſhall nd, and to thoſe that, knvck- it 
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or ſan, Pall be not with ban. Hehe gin. 
140, all things © 10 2515 19791 Er u 14 


Such gracious encouragement "Pave 
we,on the Pat t of God; an encourage 
17102 ika 2 
mepr, which n my for ever enhance the 

guilt of obſtinate ar inpenitent w wick- 
ei- We ere the Almighty repreſented 
to us 48 4 ſevere being. as hard to be i in- 

„tente! ikibie and "revengefol, w * we 
might” have fome excuſe for our Kar 
though none for our _— uk fufety 

to neglect the kindneſs, the ndeugencs 2 
of the ſupreme ue Rant the "Heh" K 


Fr aggravation of daring pit eli) 


e ann. 


"ow che ſolemn act of humiliation be- 
fore God, view us remember chief % 
conſider che vaſt diſtancę between fallen 
mam and his KG:: Les thavnghs will. 

' Z811710J 4} Vork 


A 


penitenti ial. tal prayer... 
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and an awful reverence of the:Farher of 
pans, 
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When we conſider - that W tha 


immortal Being, whoſe favour 2 75 5 


givencſs we ſolicit, is upon u- that 
the Almighty, 1 is, in- preſence, witneſs to 
our thoughts, it muſt unayoidably affect 
us. with the moſt ſolemn, ſentiments 
Tbis conſideration ought, indeed, ta be 
preſent. with us on, every occaſion, but 
moſt particularly during the. ſacrifice: o 


9 3 
rh 16 01 Hs 225 


Hewhotefledts chat the all · ſeeing eye 
of heaven is confetous' of every thought; 


abe Peres de et feet whites 


Vol. II. G portment, 


work/in us am humble frame of mind. 
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portment, but ſincere in his intentions; 


and, when he is „lifting up his hands 


—— 


towartls Gl, if "eniquity bt in them, will 
Pur 15 7 ar 18956 
ro r“ 
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The Doctrine of Repentante. 


——_—_— * Ul. 
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Jos xi. 13, 14. 


If thou prepere thine heart, and frretch. 
out thy hands towards him, if iniquity. 
be in thy hands, put it far away, and. 
let not wickedneſs dwell: in thy taber- 
nacles. 


III. IN the act of repentance, let it 
ever be remembered that the 
eſſential part of it is the relinquiſhment 
of ſin. This, certainly, is the only end | 
that can make it acceptable to a Being | | 


G 2 Who 


who is divinely and perfectly reaſonable. 
For can we be ſo ſtupid as. to ſuppoſe, 
with abſurd monaſtics, that the Almighty 
is to be gratified by penal auſterities ? 
Shall we» blaſpheme Ji honbur, and 
diſparage his attributes with the rites 


of Moetoch? Shall we believe that he 


deligbts in che ſacrifice of groans and 
ſcourgings, hat he - rejoices in the 
meagꝛte aſpect of mortihed melanehely, 


or exults like envyove? proſtrate wretch- | 


edneſs He long ſhall we donfine re- 


of ir? When ſhall we give the credit 
due to the Apoftle, who: tells us, that 


7 vifit the fufbrrlen and witows; in their 


| _— — usch origin 581 35.1 
: £192 © 7) | | . Thus, 


gion to forms, und forget the ſubſtance 


pure religium A, Anf le More Gady 4s 
auction, and 1b 1% ep uported 


8 ER N ON Nn 65 
Tb, in Sonlachrver of up Epen 


ſulhcient.— It is not eaugly merely; of 


iniquity de in our bart, td pt it fon 
away, nor hall we have; fully diſchatg 
Rutted of bbs world. The tak f ati 
virtue remains to he performed, and 
the performance thereof is certainly; a 


more acceptable aronement khan . 4d | 
ae eee banner | 


_ 
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1 5 dhe pious erat of RT 
Geenen teach that ciſnes arc to he 


der u | 0 


expiated by religious dedicatjobs, a 


by munificepce-dly employed in en- 
nelüng the retreats of holy indalence: — 


Let chem inſpire their deluded; follow- 
n 9 =. 8 
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\ 
ers with the vain confidence, that their 
ſins may be abſolved by church gra- 
tuities and inſignificant penances: 
thanks to the kindneſs and the care of 
providence; we have ſhaken off thoſe 
yokes that fetter the underſtanding. 
Holding faſt the liberty with which Cbriſt 
hath made us free, we dare to think out 
of the channel of Churchmen, and to 
enquire hat modes of duty a reaſon- 
able Being: muſt expect irow: his crea- 
tures. 


We know {for reaſon aſſents while 
en teaches), what kind of wor- 
ſhip ought, to be paid to that intellec- 
tual mne We requireth ina in 
5 10 „508%“ ; db 1 My inp 


ir 


„ 


It 


© 


1- 


that no mode of repentance can be 


8 ERM ON XVI. 35 
We are -ſepſible; we are naturally 
confitornizint forms and ceremonies 


have no merit with ni chat he re- 


gardeth not the labour of the lips, and 


agreeable to him, which does not finally 
influence the conduct of our lives.. 
As the immediate Governor of the uni- | 


verſe, it can only be to his purpoſe 
that our morals are improved, and that 


we are more beneficial to ourſelves and 


to our fellow- creatures. For theſe ends, 
undoubtedly, it was, that religion was 
inftituted, and that the ſenſe of divine 
ſanctions was impreſſed upon the mihd. 
What is it to a Being infinitely” hap- 
py and ſeeure in his own be rfections, 
whether ſo low a creature as man ſhould 
regard him with reverence, or be i 19- 

G 4 norant 
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norant oſ hivexiſtence'? From tho ſame; 
benevolent motives that he gave us liſe, 
he gave us laws for che regulation of 
it; that we i fbould not wander in the 
blindneſs of our mind, nor look for hap- 
pineis eee eee eee in 
which we ure directed to move. 


When, therefore, we conſider the 
divine motiyes in the appointment of 
our religious conduct, we mult una- 
voidably donc lude that 2 moral and 
practical, not a ceremonial, —or formal 


1 muſt be what he requires from 


* 
y * 
* 7 } 
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| 1 it nouft well 1 us to 
reflect chat ſincerity in our reſolutions 


of amendment muſt be the eſſential, 


and, indeed, che ä part 


Dur! of 


h 
t. 
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of repentancr. "Unleſs: we are. ſeriaus 
in the deſign of reformation, a ſeu tran- 
ſicory ſighs or tears will by no means 
avail us will never atone for our paſt 
offences, and much leſs: entitle! us to 
any future indulgence. How; replete; 
with folly, moreover, muſt ſuch a con 
duct be? for what is it elſe but to di- 

ſemble wich infinite Knowledge, » while 

ve ſollicit Heaven for a while to ſpare | 

the interpoſing rod, that we may have 


reſpite and convenience for che repeti- - b | 


Alte Ken 
tion of our crimes ? E - | 
1071 43) ( Il Fw Ln QINROP 
- 


Man, though a ſhort-ſighted creature, 
is frequently guilty of an act af ined- 


luntary impiety, and is apt to meaſusgo. 


the capacity and conduct of bis Creator 
E on. He fqrgets, ide he-is 0 of. 
| fering 


— 


— 
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Fering him tliis formal wotthip;” that he 
fearchrth''the'' heart,” and Tnotberb our 


thoaghts long before. Blind, and fooliſh 
and unthinking as he is, he is even leſs 
circumſpect in his conduct towards the 
Almighty, than i in his tranſactions with 
his fellow - creatures; neyer would he 


hope from theſe any favour, or indul- 


gence, while he ſcrupled not to do every 


thing that was injurious or diſagreeable 


to them. To expect favour from an ob- 
ject which he voluntarily offends is an in- 
* en man 1 e aer on his God. 


ad is it, s in vain he is told that 
the hopes. of the hypocrite Hall periſh — 
dream 75 . Fang ſecuri ry, by that 
voice which calls him to d dead 
Works 7 aW G oy 


him, before they are waſhed in innocency, 


SERMON XVII. gi 


But let him, neyertheleſs, be told, that 
to make. aform of reconciliation. with 
God without a deſign never more to of- 
fend him, to lift up our hands towards 


and to pray for aſſiſting grace; virhour 
taking one ſtep for reformation, f is no- 
thing elſe but to mock the preſence of 
the Almighty, and to deride the counſels 
of the Moft High. 


The villain who deceives under the 
ſanctity of friendſhip—The vicious ſer- 
vant, who, by the profeſſions of offi- 
cious honeſty, ſecures to himſelf his 
maſter's favour, that he may enjoy 
longer and more eaſy” opportunities of 
committing. his depredations, have, i in 


human conſideration, ſomething of the 
ſame 


„ SERMON XVI. 
fame gulle with theſe unreforming peni. 
rents, if to cull them peniteſts be not 
an abuſe of the term: for repentance 
neceliarily i: 11 = ig convefſion, and, with. 
out ir, is no ung. | | 


1118 57 c! 


ba: Soto ande contrition and huwiliation 

by no means effect the main buſineſs. 
If the heart is not made better, if the 
ſprings + of ation, and the Principles of 
conducke are not influenced, if « our lives 


: | 10 7 0H 24A ey 
are not rectified, nor our inclinations 


* 1 O 4 wy by 
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e 2 n, whether real, or geek. ary 
eu: ally va 4B, 146 [Df 11.20 ih 51 10 22170 I 


ag Malen * coll 4 erinditory is TP 
Pulſe, a cönflitutional tt mai palion 
may fill the breaſt of weer Viee Wi 


voluntary 


changed, forrow and, contrition and hu- 


ul an ip- - 
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voluntary ſigh, and force from the eye 


of wantonmeſs an unmeaning tear. 


The wenn form of en ſe- 
verity may be put on by the hypoctire 
of every denomination but the firm. 
reſolution of amendment, the fincere 
regret for paſt offences, and the heart- 
felt acknowledgement of guilt and frail. | 


ty are the diſtinguiſhing charadteriſticy 


| of the true penitent. He knows that 


the reſolutions: of future piety muſt be 


the only acceptable ſacrifice he can make 
for thoſe errors | in his conduct of which 


be is now aſhamed; and, through the 


merits of the divine mediation, Wil only 
means of a \ econciliation with, that of- 
fended Power whoſe laws he has broken, 
He will ſudiouſly e to fortify 
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os SERMON XVII. 
his heart againſt the future inſinuations 


of vice, and avoid, with induſtry, every 
occurrence and invitation, that might 
again engage him in the ſervice of fin. 


| Conſcious of the. weakneſs of his moral 


powe „ and, convinced, by mente, 
experience, of the natural depravity of 
the human heart, | he will not place his 
alt 1 25 in himſelf, but will apply 


eee. 


prayer. 
4 m_ mY - 9 . 
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Like el here deſcribed, let 


every one who, undertakes the great 
buſineſs of repentance, regulate his con- 


duct and direct is heart. 4. 


40 81 ti E. 381 NI 141 " 19 2 5 


At him who Saber himſelf” and 
lifes up | bis bands" thivarits God, form, 


| "JL 4 in 


n univerſally, obvious, and; I hope- 


u 
SERMON XVIE 9p 
in the mean time, theſe determinations: 
of obedience; for well may hee be aſſur 
ed that, without them, his profeſſions 
of ſorrow: and humiliation will be as in- 


pious as they are impertinent, as Odi- 


ous as they are vain. His petitions for 1 
the divine indulgence and forgiveneſs, 1 
without concurring reſolutions of mo 

refortnation, ſhall riſe up againſt him as. 


Tis! 


ſo many dreadful teſtimonies of his auda- 


cious hypocriſy, and abandoned guilt. | 


; 


But are theſe arguments, you will 5 
at all neceſſary ? Is ir not . 
obvious, and as univerſally allowed, that 


no repentance can be acceptable t to God 
except that which brings an actual refor- 


mation of manners along with it ? It is 


univer- * 


35 1 QN xv 
1 but nevertheleſs the 
general conduct of mankind convinces 
us, that arguments on this * are, 
by 50 means, ſuperfluous. . £51 


Let every man appeal. to his can 
heatt, and aſk himſelf whether he has 
not, ſome time of other, made a form 
of ineffectual repentance-—whether i i 

| has not; ducing the tranſitory prevalence 
of a pious diſpoſition, implored the for- 
piveneſs of Heaven, with feeble: and 
| unconfirmed refolutions of future vir- 
tue; reſolutions tht have been quickly c 
ovetbornt by the influence of the world,” t 
and have yielded 10 the firſt attacks i 
of temptation! — Vet if there ate few k 
who 2 thus yainly repented in pri- 
| * 18 there, that, in 5 01 
73 1 av 


ade of this dccuffe. 


u Ai. 4 


af ban wa, bas ike (fied in 
the'\getieraleorifefioti' of fin? who has 
not thus publicly achnomedged his 
tranſgreſſions, has not prayed that be 
might bereafter lead, a godly, rightequs, 
ond ſober life, and, in all reſpets, gone 
through what may * le: be called a 
general form of repentance, vithour 


. eee e eee 
2 en 1, TT: OSS $4.47 C 
Thus fur with ee the neceſ· 


ſity. of a praſtical repentance; one part 
of which maſt .neceſſarily be an atten- 
tion to that rau RELIGION, Which 
is che laſt thing ſuggeſted 209% Þ the 
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important poltits Tx 


IV. Were once the "ic 


e e ee 


Vol. II. — 


- 


4 


capacity is ſuch that a due attention is 
ſeldom paid to the moſt obvious points 
of duty, the friend of Job added no- n 
thing ſuperfluous when he recommended 
domeſtic piety to dhe prnitent. 0 WW 


the engagements of this, he ought, in 
reaſon, to exert that care for the ſpiri- 


98 8ER MON XVII. 


ſcarce any arguments would ſeem requi 
ſite to enforce this charge; but as the 
narrowneſs and weakneſs of the human 


Every principal of a family, whether 
his houſhold conſiſts only of ſuch as 
are connected to him by nature, or of 
menial dependents, or of both, ought 
always to remember, that as the ficlt 
have a natural, ſo the laſt have a mo- 
ral. right to his (patronage 3 and direc· 
tion and that in Proportion as the 


4 


intereſts of a farure life are ſuperior to 


5 > 14 el tual 


is 


— 
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eval welfare of his family, which, in hu- 
manity, he would exerciſe for their tem- 
een dar en . 


The parent is led 4 by 1 the dictates of 
nature, to conſult the happineſs of his 
children, but it is not always that his 
cares are wiſely, or effectually employed. 


"To | promote the preſent intereſt, and 
to increaſe the fortunes of their offspring 
moſt parents are, indeed, ſufficiently ſol- 
Jicitous z and this no doubt is a laud- 
able, but ought only to be a ſecondary 
concern. The obligations of moral bo- 


nelty, the duties of religion and the 


— 8 


care of the immortal foul, ought to be 
the firſt objects of every Parent 5 at· 
tention, 
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I is a happier, it is a nobler thing to 


make one child honeſt, than to make 


many rich. To direct the ſteps of youth 
to ttead firmly in the paths of virtue, 


to inſtruct them how to guard againſt 
the ſolicitations of unlawful and deſtruc- 
9 ve pleaſutes, and to fortify the un- 
Praktied heart againſt the inſinuations 
of vice is a neceſſary , and a glorious 
raſk TY taſk, which to every parent 
who bas a rightly-founded affection for 
his offspring, 2 the be of its 


labour enen K. 9113 
Harm 201 Bilder 197 30109 
Can any ne eee meri- 


torious! than thoſe that tend to the ever- 


laſting happineſs of our fellow creatures? 
o open the blind eyes, 10 direct 


the binple in their nba inſtruct 
e 5 the 
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ceptable are theſe duties, we are told, that 


S8 ER MON KVIL 10 
the ignorant in the road that leadeth 
to life ! 


As a pr how excellent and how ac- 


they who turn many to righteaufueſs ' ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars in he; renal 1 


But were there no promiſſory, rewards 


CD» 


nerous offices. the benevolent affe&tions 


of nature ſhould ſurely have ſufficient in- 


#. 
fluence with us to recommend them. 


ua; io sic 

If the of: & ions of nature are. OVer- 
borne, yet political conſiderations might 
induce us to the practice of family) re- 


| ligion. 7 A ſociety that daily unites in 


private prayer muſt have ſtrong in- 


ducements to mutual faith and affection: 


ſer that member of a family mult. be 
__-. H 3 Aban- 


: 102 8 E R MON XVII. 
abandoned indeed, and utterly loſt to all 
influence of conſcience, . who, can abuſe 
the confidence of a friend; in whoſe 

prayers, he bears a part, and whom he 
accompanies in the ſolemn worſhip of 
the /Almighty/ Gd. 
I leave theſe ſeveral arguments to your 


conſideration, and intreat the God of 
mercies to direct you in the uſe of them. 
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: "SERMON" xvi. 
de ir da; 1 „ wile 194 
of The Sufterings and Expecta- 

tions of the Apoſtles an Ar- 
B gument in Favour of the 
of +; Chr iſtian Religion. 


1 Co. xv. 19. 


If in this life only we bave hope in Chriſt, | 
we are of all men the moſt miſerable. 


FYHOUGH the genius and temper 
1 of the chriſtian religion render 
almoſt every other argument in it's fa- 
vour unneceſſary, yet, perhaps, the cir- 
cumſtances of it's early ſtate afford the 
| H4 moſt 


U 
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moſt convincing eee 
is divine. 20” ,2q00 % DLivos enn 
if we e conſider that the perſons ap: 
pointed, by our bleſſed Redeemer, to 
plant the goſpel in all nations, were, 
molt of them, without learning, and 
without influence, the concluſion is ob- 
vious, that nothing but an Almighty 
hand could have ſupported them againſt 
the pride of wiſdom, and the infolence 


"4 


of Power. 


Soppoſe, in our times, an inconſider- 
able number of men, chiefly illiterate, 
ſhovld diſperſe into the different quarters 
of the world; and: declare That a divine 
perſon had appeated in a remote province; 
r! he had inſtituted a new religion, and 

con- 


S ER MON XVIII. 105 
confirmed the truth of his miſſion by 
miracles, could we hope, or imagine 
that theſe declarations alone would have 
power to | break through” 'elfablified 
ſyſtems? Could we then expedt that whole 


ſtates and nations ſhould give up their 


tutelary Gods, with whom they had 
fuch intereſting connections, and to 


whom they were' ſo faithfully attached, 
for the tales of babblers, and ſetters farth 
f 2 range Gods ? Could it be ſuppoled 
that the bigotted Athenians, who baniſh- 
ed a citizen for declaring that the ſtatue 
of MixRRvA was no living Deity, but 
the work of Phidias , - who could con- 
demn the brave Al cIBIADES for de- 
facing the ſtatue of Mzzour vy—wha 


o Dog. Liett. Lib. = * 1 
900 could 
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could: put to death the divine Sock ata 
for' ſpeaking! againſt the incredible tables 
of SATURN and JoerTzR t— Was it, I 
_ fay, to be ſuppoſed that any of theſe 


Athenians ſhould become converts to the 
preaching of St. Paul ?—Yet, behold, 


ſeveral of hos do become converts to 
his preaching; and one, even of the 
|  Areopagus, that court, whoſe bigotted 
principles had formerly baniſhed 8711 Po, 
and condemned SOCRATES, now acknow- 
ledges the truth of the chriſtian religion, 
— Paul, Indeed, was not an illiterate 
| preacher : He was'an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the ſeriptures but ſurely, with- 
out the co-operating power of God, he 
would have preached 1 in vain to the Areo- 
pagus of Athens, even hill he ien 


# Plato. ESI 


their 
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SERMON XVIII. i169 
their poet Menander to prove that the 
God of nature was one univerſally exiſtent 
and intelligent Being. 


But allowing, what eme hardly ci cre- | 
dible, that Paul might make converts at 
Athens, as well as in other places, by 
the power of his eloquence ; did the reſt 
of the apoſtles owe their ſucceſs to the 
ſame means? What eloquence could 


there be amongſt illiterate fiſhermen, car- 


penters, and officers of the cuſtoms ? 
Yet theſe 1 were all ſucceſsful i in their mi- 
niſtry, and converted thouſands to the 
faith of Chriſt—They, indeed, received 
the gift of tongues from the effuſion of 
the ſpirit ; but did they, at the ſame 
time, receiye the gift of eloquence, the 
various powers of perſuaſion, ar and the art 
of 


* 
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of addreſſing the paſſions? It is plain from 


thoſe compoſitions they have left us, that 
they did not; nor Was it neceſſary, while 4 
the hand of God was with them, and 
their docttines were confirmed by the 
concurring teſtimony of miracles. 


Hence then the argument, that with- 

out theſe miraculous powers, ang without 

this divine coneurrenee no new religion 

could have been eſtabliſhed, by an in- 

conſiderable number of men, ſo exten- 

dively, and fo effectually, as nene 
was by the apoſtles. | 15 


But i it is not ſo much from their ſucceſs 
10 Propagating the religion of Chriſt that 


I mean to derive any arguments in favour 


113 102900808 


of the truth of it, as from their own 
Particular vi views and Private conviRtions. 


TeHy _ 


ns ' 
» %® .. 19 
[ 


vere the views of the apoſtles in labour- 


temporal advantage, that they perlifted: 


SER MON” An 6g 
Ir is net to be imagined' that any fer 
of men, however ignorant, ſhould be 
prevailed upon to'undertake a taſk appa- 


ently dangerous and difficult, that was 


attended with no hopes, or Proſbects of 
advantage. 


y 


The n Jain} will! bs 


ing to propagate the religion of Jeſus, 
and to eſtabliſn doctrines which had 
brought their author to a nn nn 
diſgraceful death | ? 0 


Could it be from the proſpect of ; any 


in performing the commands of their ex- 


ecuted Lord?” Could they hope, from 


ſach a ſcheme, to enjoy the afMlyence 
of 


* 
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No- for they trandered about in ſolitary 


places of the wilderneſs ; hungry and 


thirſty, their ſouls fainted in them—they 
were in | tribulation and diſtreſs ; in famine 
and nakeineſs ; in wearineſs and painful: 
neſs— always without the conveniencies, 
and often without the neceſſaries of Mee. 
Could it then be with any ambitious 
view | ? Did they hope for fame or glory 


from men? Neither could that poſſibly | 


be the caſe, ſince their maſter himſelf 
had previouſly informed them, that, for 
Lis name's . ſake, they ſhould ſuffer all 
manner of evils. Contempt and poverty, 
and pain and death. ' This prophecy they 
found moſt dreadfully x verified—for they 


were ſobjected to cruel.  mockings and 


ſcourgings | 
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ſcourgings they were ſpitefully intreated, 
and impriſoned. their life n 
and their death was torture. 
Hence might, the _ reaſonably 
exclaim, that if i in this life . only,. they 


had hope in Chriſt, they, were, of all 
men, the molt miſerable,,, ,;,, ....... ns 


But, behold now the true cauſe. of 
their perſeverance ! Their - hopes were by 
no means confined to this life; nor, in- 
deed, was .there any object in ic, that 
ſeemed to merit their attention. Their 
expectations ſtretched beyond che limits 
of this world, to lay, hold on hat ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glary, » which 
he had promiſed, who could not deceive. 
This glorious promiſe was confirmed to : 
their Oe 'by circumſtances of wh which 


they 


1 FE K MON Shirt 
thiy "Had ew DD 


ven te fifkeb 88e ce "if 
their maſter 8 — and An en. eh 
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- Behold here the fallacy of that argu · 
ment, chat the diſciples of Jeſus might, 
from the connections of friendſhip alone, 
give à falſe teſtimony to his miracles, 
and to all the other divine indications ot 
his miſſionl What! can the connections 


of friendſhip, of departed friendſhip, pre · 
vail. over the fear of pain and puniſn: 


ment, af diſgrace and death? Could the 
apoſtles, if they had looked upon, their 
Lord as an impoſtor, and themſelves as 
inſtrumental in extending arſalſely ac- 
quired reputation; could they, I fay, 


have beem contented,” for foch à vile, 


and, to them, as TR 
6 _— 


N ov 


TSX 
14; 


ne er Wer Ton. er oe ome oy "me 
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to undergo th the laſt ; extremities of diſtreſs ? 
Can any thing k be more al abſurd than even. 


534 > 


ſuch a ſuppoſition ?, 


The diſciples of iſs were well con- 
vinced of the divine miſſion of their 
mafter; and, for this cauſe; through all 
their ſufferings, they fainted not. For 
this they were content to follow the for: 
tunes of him that was deſpiſed, and ro- 
jeſted of "men; Hence, though iroubled 
on tvery fide, they were not diftreſſed. 
They were perplexed, but not in deſpair ; 
perſecuted, but not ferſaktn; * devon, | 
* * Fins on” " wh, 


They: 8 a if cheir 5 FIR 
bernacle were difſolved, they had a build-- 
ing of God, an bonſe not wade with herds,” 
eternal in the beavens. . . 


Vol. IN. I . 


Wich ſuch glorious, ſuch: well con- 


firmed hopes as theſe, we can no longer 
wonder that they endured the croſs, deſpiſons 
zhe ſpume + For, what were the ſufferings 
of a tranſient life compared with the ob- 
ject of ſuch hopes as theſe ? Of what 
conſequence was it that they were brought 


before rulers and kings for bis name's ſake, 
who was gone before them 1 prepare a 
place, a manſion of everlaſting felicity 


* the qr an Sie E 


Should] it be afked "Re FIG 
Redeemer ſuffered his ſervants to encoun- 
ter ſuch difficulties, and to languiſh i in 
ſuch diſtreſs why he did not make the 
ſubject world acknowledge his Divinity, 
and embrace his 1 may be 
ally accounted n 10 ws ora 

; 0 } | It 
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| At is well known, Hand | rightly on- 


eluded, from the whole crm of 


Providence; that the divine ageney in- 
terferes not penerally with the human will. 
Thus, though, in ſome circumſtances, 
the unmediate power of God miglit bring 
over à convert to the chriſtian faith, 
which probably was the caſe with io- 


xyszus the Aredpagite, yet the world in 


general was left at liberty to exert thoſe 
the ſy ſtem of chriſtian virtues. 


Had theſe exercifes been involuntary, 
my could no longer have had any merit; 
and t to have compelled either the religious 
or the moral virtues of mankind, mult 
have” been inconfiſtent with the putpoſe 
of the en eee man is to 
leave ma n a moral agent. 78 Filez 


12 Eut 
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But WHy it may be aſked; did God 
appoint” the low, and illiterate part oi 
mankind, to bear the glad tidings of chat 
redemption«which his goodneſs provided 


us, and his viſdom planned 2 Why 
but to leave to their on efficacy truths 


that were thus ſimply conveyed, and to 
render the faith of men more meritorious, 


1 more cheſt own free and unforced aſſent, 


when their reaſon was appealed to by the 


truth of facts, while their paſſions wee 
not ſollicited by the powers of eloquence 


105 


his, _ moreover, might ſerve as a 


check to the inſolence of Hilda widow, 
Which at that time, as well as in our 


"wh; Was ready to broad mak above all 
that is TENOR. © 9 88“ 40 


; * 
be e 8 Ny 


- Should it be neg that the volgar 


are eaſily impoſed on, that they might be 
induced 


S A8. 
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induced to believe the reality of falſe 
mitacles, or be excited to bear the 
preateſt- extremities, through the confi- 
dence of enthuſiaſm That objection will 
ſoon! be -refuted, becauſe ſome of the 
apoſtles hac the advantage of human 
N 100 lemi zuch 91947 180; 


Ly 
%09 4 A tf © 1281 ' 


+ & * * 


The converſion of the \perſecuring 


+11 311 


Saul, might a alone be ſufficient to filence 


993 70 


every, ohjeftion * againſt the truth of 
Chriſtianity, „Whether we, conſider him 
as A Phariſce,oply, and conſequently full 


of, the impratticable prejudice of his | 
ect, or particularly as an enemy | to \ the 
chriſtian cauſe, and making a merit of 
dragging to death, or impriſonment, it's 
poor deſpiſed profeſſors, the concluſion 
n ever r proces m. in us the urmoft aſto- 
N58 1 91 607; * {05 In nimment, 


4 4a * 
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niſhment. to ſee this furious zealot join 
the ſect he was determined to deſtroy 
to ſee him relinquiſh the hopes of pre- 
ferment, and of fame, to; eſpouſe the 
cauſe af a fem deſpicable, dejected Naza- 
renes ! Was not here manifeſtly. the in- 
terpolition of Providence? Could any 
but a ſupernatural power have wrought 
1 ſtrange an effect? . 
Obenient to PR Golde a thi 
bhaughty phariſee ſubmitted himſelf to 
the inſtruction of thoſe apoſiles that were 
fo * the nts of his perſecution 


nn? 


. he knew bot t chen the diftreſſe 
te muſt endure i in the, fervic ce of his Re- 
Kemer—he knew hot that; he muſt be 


Bf? 1 abandoned 


3 


Chriſt, 
away, hs olergr* promiſes ſhall ſupport 
vs under all the conflicts which nature 
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abandoned to che cruelty of petſecution, 
the ſport of inſolence, and the rage of 
tyranny yet, when he had experienced 
ee eee. etelulet that they 
were to be borne wr _ germany an of 
a ding) iy.” 26 


If, our hopes i in Chriſt, 8 be, ſhould 
periſh with this life if, when we had 
ſuffered every circumſtance of diſtreſs, 
the invention of cruelty, or the conſe - 


_ {quence of want, our miſeries and exiſt- 


Xhfice ſhould have the ſame period, we, gf 


all men, ſnould be moſt miſerable. 


But thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victor g throug h our Lord Jeſus 


is 8855 "bib cannot paſs 


1 4 would 
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would behold with horror, or the fears 
of mortality would a ind. 
AR HOM AAT 
Hence, continues he, in my language 
of trvihphs I am perſunded that neither 
death, nor Ife, , nor erincipalit ties, nor 
powers, nor {tings "prefent, nor things 5 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
"creature Pall be able to Jeparate us from 
the love 4 God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
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There is no peace, ſaith 17 Ged, to the 
Wicked. 


E ASON is not the only guide 
that, excluſive of revelation, is ap» 
pointed us for our conduct. The feel- 
ings of the heart are ſo many power- 
ful monitors that continually ſuggeſt to 
us what we ought to do, The diſ- 
? quiet 
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Quiet that attends ? the purſuit of wick 
edneſs plainly, points out che neceſſity 
af a different conduct, and the heart is, 
in chis Ke 1. to by the moſt 
. a of, al uM the ani. 

of its = || happiocl: * 


| bee een are all the a 


tural religion! Tbe ſenſe of right and 
wrong places, indeed, our duty before 
us, but by no meaus affords us the 
power of. Pur ſuing it 3 and | even the 
miſeries of a mind that is inflaved by vice 
Ar generally inſufficient to reclaim it. 


bas. TOW 7 5 — 5 Wd b 1501100993 or 


may, not, h , Howe ever, [ be \inexpedient 


expatiate on that wre hedneſs w c 
1 ae 1 Ib 5 iche, , bi b 


is the portion of guilt; ſince, though 
| 29547 X the 


It 17 


and, bow inaQtive che prigeiples of pa- 


* 
D 
t 


not conſider it without ſatisfaction and. 
hope; the vicked, from a contrary con- 


SERMON XK. rg 
the guilty may be but litele affected by 
4 repreſentation" of *thels owt" inhappy 
ſtate, the innocent may, at” leaſt, be 
encouraged to hold falt yy integ egrity, | 
when they behold the diſtreffes that are 1 3 8 


g%e 82 $0 _ 
inſeparable from wickedneſs. 


That conſciouſneſs of its Own im- 
mortality, which is implanted in every 
human mind, unavoidably leads it for- 


ward to the contemplation of futurity 
On the reſlections, which this con- 


templation' produces, depends much of 
our pleaſtte; or pain. The good wan, 
from à ſenſe of the divine favour, « can 


+1 If i) 514 7 5 I T5 1 
be, cannot thi of it without mi- 
1 4 3.3 ö Talk: 7 Fe TAS : 10 f F1 1170 T * 5 * 


ot 
. 4 He 


4 
1:34 
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wha!! has lived in video M * 
oy Te yiolation of his 14 muſt, 
for dhe [ the 4 3 0 * tity! 


1011 Bing 

3 realon that makes the 
lib bas v13ls 214] 7 

good m K e, dread the events of 


— — n 8930 Yi £03 SIONS 


85 nd. death 21 th, w Wage clay A 


IF erfere) he can, find gotbing.in , bis, pa | 


FRE recommend, , hich 10 , the 
— r of that Power, who. delights ig 


Nie S517 Ot Nic, & 101 

goodnels, Ap, is, a rewarger of the jul: 
c beprix Firs of chat favour,..what 
Ball, he do.? gr bow: ſhall be: look, for. 


9 a9.ghs diſmal ptaſpest that i lies 
before him? How ſhalb: he ſupport the 
thought of being exclude ro = gall 


E of thi 333 bas r0- 
vile! . 551, 40 0811 0551 1 
d eternal, happinsſa,to bis 2 


Wb © Shall 1 


3 8 
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Shall he beocapable of entertaining ſuch 
absent r tertor and anguiſu? 
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We ab is the 0 ondition N of v wicked 
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neſs even in this 115 Gaiery an A. 
Hoa 7 9045 D637 5 % be I 
ſpation may occaliona y baniſh thou ah 


and produce ſoiye intervals.” of I 58 or 
mürth, but the flighty ſcene Will quickly 
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| diſippear, and remorſe and diſtraction 


renew theilt alfiults "The Voice of flat- 


IOW 6 


tery may” for a while booth che brea 


with falls Hope, and pape delightful 


ſeebes ati agietable pröſpeclo; e the 


amufive MART Vinith in f womeft. 
and ns and refeffion cöhdemnti Ane 
Mat af nitentidh- D woH mid 8181 
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de ro en 70 attacks theſe friendly 
inn t kengeh Achse us. "from 
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boy: miſerable attachtnents at length 1 
perſuade us tb ſeek our happinefs in che | 

paths of - religious: peace: but ſuch is | 

che obſtingeyof depravedinelinations, hat 

the vicious man, though he may feel 

the diſquietudes of conſcience, ſeldom 


Iftensto its dictates, or takes the pro- 
per mens te recbncile it to his coder. 


| 

* To divert 1 it, Indeed, means are EZ 
nerally conſulted, and expedients art | 
fought to booth it into reſt; but the a 
N 

0 

f 
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flumbers of an unapproving coftſcience 


6 ae 


Aber faſt Jong. A thouſand accidents 


6 5 briog | beck edlen, and ir it is 
only ſy uſpended. to acquire the greater 
force,, To what miſcrable, arts is, tbe. ; 
wicked man reduced in order to he recon- . 
ciled to himſelf, and, to ſtifle the efforts ; 4 


of that conviction, from which it is not j 
10; 4 ; | | ur 7 


e ˙ R b oo EA" 


in, the power af che, theartchonſer ide 


| pretends merely to act from: tim ſug- 


free; What a wretched; expedient n ver 
turn to the ſame practices his mint<is 
now contlemning, from Wloſc tribunl 
he'is Ire wn eeape r atoigiv als 
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4 Strange, indeed, is it that be uh 


geſtions of nature, and makes thoſe a 
plea for the indulgence of every incli- 


nation, ſhould not here liſten to the na- 
wral friend of his boſom, 125 kind 


wit. 


vice mould be ſo infatüating, broke 
w. Keep its vordtis Atiched Wo) 18 lr 


ſpite of | reaſ0h and of happineſs on the 
ene hantl, andthe Hifeates and ale el. 
| viles'ft produtes' on the-orhiet'f 07 991 


be 1 ul mon agfirn? 3501 10 
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For though the ſenſe of having for- 
feited the favour of that all powerful 
Being, on whom we depend, might alone 
be a ſufficient cauſe of wretchedneſs, 
yer that is far from being the Whole 


4 


r 

The FRG us the 3 * 
from intemperance, the fear of being 
detected in vice, or en and 
of ſuffering either in loſs of reputation, 


or of life.; the vexations of frequent 


diſappointments, which, to thoſe whoſe 
only hopes are centered in this life, and 


wbo have no dependance on, or expec- 
tations from providence, muſt be very 
many and very great; and pumberleſs 
cauſes of diſſatisfaction | beſides contri- 
bute to enlarge the woes of wicked- 
| * neſs, 


en of wiſer . awaits 5 ebe | 


o 
- 
ar 
o 


to deftrudtion and miſery. * 
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neſs, and to take from the vicious man 
oy proſe. of reſt, PRES; Bp 


* 5 


8 this i W 1 or the galt: Is 
this the life for which they forfeir 
heaven, and are” theſe” the delichts and 
the pleaſures of ſin? Great God! can 
there be in creatures thou haſt endowed 


with the power of reflection ſuch folly 


25 this? Doth not even the unreafoning 
animal conſult; in the beſt manner he 
can, his own eaſe and happineſs ? But 
man is zodaftfous to, feſtroy both, He 


refuſes. the very means of peace and 


ſecurity,” and purſues the obvious. park 


9 


Wbat can thus Mie the ES 
and make it regardleſs of the dictates 
Vor. II, K of 
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| of ks and of reaſon ?—of con- 
ſcience that would lead us. into the way 


of ſalvation, and of reaſon that would 
point out the dangers we ſhould avoid, 


Can we be fo much wrapt up in 


preſent objects, ſo careleſs of the future, 
as to neglect that which the next moment 
may refuſe us the power to perform, 
and the omiſſion . of Which, will be 
n oy the worſt of 3 oF 


| Can, it be 3 in the power bf a world 
that hath deceived us as often as we 
have truſted It, to make us withdraw 
our hearts from, and forfeit | our (hopes 
to a better? Can we calmly meditate on 
the loſs of eternal happineſs, and purſue 
the paths of fin with ſecu curity of heart ? 
No: the prophet obſeryes that the wicked 


en- 
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enjoy not even this ſecurity, that they 
never know the happineſs of a mind at 
eaſe, but are like the troubled ſea which 
cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt forth mire 


and dirt. 


Aſtoniſhing i it is that the tempeſt 
ſhould not at laſt make them weary, 
and deſirous of reſt in ſome quiet har- 
bour! Can the fair ſcenes of peace have 
no attraction? can the pleaſing proſ- 
pects of happineſs fail to induce? Alas! 
they fail —The eye refuſes to look upon 
them, or beholds them at beſt with care- 
leſs indifference. The wicked, though 
they have no peace, ſeldom take the 
right method to procure it, but con- 


tinue in thoſe very practices which already 


have. deſtroyed. their ſatisfaction. Is it 
K 2 | that 
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that they * are afraid of applying to an 
offended God for pardon? or is it thar 
they have yet ſome favourite ſin which, 
in ſpite of all their miſery, they can- 
not part with, and which that they may 
preſerve they a are content to riſque every 
hope of faruriry ? ? N 


Should we reaſon thus in the affairs 
of this life, we ſhould' be - deſervedly 
marked for the moſt pitiable folly. 
Who would not forego a little preſent 
advantage for a large reverſion? Who 
would not ſuffer a little inconvenience to 
avoid diſtreſs or ruin? Is ir not better 


that ole member, nay that two, or 
three ſhould periſh,” thin that the whole 


body ſhould be deſtroyed? 7 


1 


What, then, remains thu: that. as 
wicked forſake his way and the un- 
righteous 


Wy” =» ww . Oo wax ow 0 
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righteous, man his path, and that he 


turn unto the Lord, who will have mercy 
upon him, and to God that vill abund- 


antly pardon ? ? 


C77 yet be hope to. taſte of life without 
cnguih, or to enjoy the light without 
bitterneſs of foul; if he Wl} ſeck any 
ſerenity of mind, any peace of heart, 
while in this ſtate of being; let him 
not delay to apply to him, who alone 
can give reſt to the weary and the 
heavy. laden 


lt be have any regard for the wel- 
610 of a future exiſlence, if any hope 
of paſſing an immortal life in happi- 
neſs, let him make uſe of the day, 
while it is called to-day, and, before 


ow: Suu ſhall cloſe it's everlaſting doors 
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upon him, let him ſeck by repentance 
what he has forfeited by vice. 


Upon the whole, if we wiſh for peace 
or ſatisfaction in this life, let it be 
remembered that it is only to be found 
in the duties of religion. Every other 
ſcheme will prove ineffeftual—He who 
can have nothing to intitle him to the 
favour of God, muſt be uneaſy with 
reſpect to his future ſituation; if, indeed, 
he believes in a future ſtate. —Should 
he affect to dilbelieve it, yet he cannot be 
happy, becauſe no man can, at all times, 
be an infidel. The voice of reaſon and 
of conſcience will occaſionally interfere, 
and will ſtagger the reſolution of the 
moſt determined obſtinacy. 


A man 


1 k * 9 
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A man may, perhaps, live an atheiſt, - 
but no man ever died one. We give 
credit to the intereſts of this world no 
longer than it flatters us with pleaſure, 
or furniſhes us with amuſement; and 


when the proſpect of theſe ſhall vaniſh, 


reaſon will affert her flighted authority, 


and will ſuggeſt it to us to ſeek a 


refuge where, hitherto, we had been un- 


| ꝛccuſtomed to place i it. 


In theſe enn knn of what ſhall 


| the wicked avail himſelf ? What agonies 
muſt he feel, when the ſoul labours 
under fear and apprehenſion, while the 


body languiſhes in pain and ſickneſs ? 


How will he blame his folly and pre- 
ſumption, his obſtinacy and ingratitude, 


that have robbed him of the only hope 
K 4 that 


— . 


pineis. 
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that could ſupport him through the 


vale of death, pr, open any pleaſing 
proſpect to the allotments of eternity ! 


How will he mourn over the ruins 


of his folly, © when every ſenſe. is loſt in 
terror and contuſion, and every  reflec- 


tion terminates in deſpair! | 


Such is the melancholy fate of the 
wicked, whoſe life is miſery, and whoſe 


death is dillraction ! 


Aa 


I vs, my friends, as we know theſe 
things, avail ourſelves of the knowledge. 
Let us ſecure the favour of God, and 
life or death ſhall alike bring us NP. 


* 


. Mark the perfect man, 4 behold 


"oe + the upright, for. the end. of that man 


* f is ! T2 % 


*, 
* 
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The Propriety of a 15885 


and attentive Deportment 
in the Houſe of God. 


EcCLES.V. 1. 


Keep thy feot when thou goeſt into the 
- houſe tf God, and be more ready to 


hear, than 10 offer the ſacrifice of fools, 
for they conſider net that they do evil, ; 


W' dread'ul is this place!” ſurely 

this is none "other tban the houſe f 
Ged, this is the gate of heaven-4aid the 
raviſhed 
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raviſhed Patriarch, when he awoke from 
a viſion, in which he had beheld the di- 
vine Preſence. Nothing can be greater, 
or more ſolemn than this ejaculation. 
How awful, ſays he, is this wild and 
uncultivated deſert, where, deſtitute of 
domeſtic, conveniences, ..I repoſed my 
head on a pillow of ſtones yet how 
venerable even is this place, ſince it 


hath been conſecrated by the appearance 
of the immortal God! 


0 \ The ſenſe of the divine Preſence, either 
where the Almighty bad diſcloſed him- 
felt in viſions to his ſervants, or in thoſe 
places of public worſhip, where he was 
- ſuppoſed more immediately to be, was 
entertained by the patriarchs and the 
prophets of old, with the moſt reveren- 

tial awe. 5 Va 
The 
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The houſe of God was, moreover, 
their delight; and they knew no hap- 


pineſs equal to that of having a free 
and frequent reſort to ĩt: inſomuch that 


when the holy Pſalmiſt was under the 
greateſt perſonal diſtreſſes When his 
children rebelled ; when his friends de- 
ſerted, and his enemies reviled him, he 
felt no diſtreſs ſo deeply as his baniſh- 
ment from the houſe of _ 


« My ſoul W ſays By yea even 
« fainteth for the courts of the Lord: 


* my heart and my fleſh cry out for the 
living God. 


7 N 
| I, 
* t 


P40 


%S © then ſend out thy light and thy 
truth, let them lead me, let them 


guide me unto thy holy hill, and to 


6b thy tabernacle ! 
Then 
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Then will 1 g0 unto the altar of 


«God, unto God, my exceeding joy; 


yea upon the harp will 1 2285 thee, 
an Sed! "my God!” Lott! 


3 2 1 TT fo ry mn - 


l There: is a remarkable e in the 
prophet - Daniel, in which he implores 
heaven for the rebuilding of the fallen 
ſandtuar. 


4 Cauſe thy face to ſhine upon thy 
* Ts that is deſolate. 


li Tby ſervants take passe! in her 
co ſtones, and Tavour the duſt theredt. . 


8 


They revered the very ruins of what 
had once been the houſe of God; and 
loved even the gates of Sion more than 


all the dwellings of Babylon. noH 
| Nothing, 


[ 
| 
] 
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Nothing, indeed, could be more mag- 
nificent than the ideas which the ancient 
people of G0 had of their places of 
worſhip. They believed that the divine 
Preſence was attended by multitudes of 
angels, and exalted beings; which, though 
inviſible, joined in the worſhip of the 
Almighty. Thus when Agrippa diſſuades 
the J-ws from rebelling againſt the Ro- 
mans, he calls to witneſs their holy 
temple, and the 1 05 In | 


But this opinion was not peculiar to 
the Jews only, it was received likewiſe 
by the Chriſtians, as appears from vari- 
ous paſſages in the writings of the Fa- 


thers, k“, And Saint Paul has AMPS) 


1: Joſeph; de Bell, Jud. lib. ii. c. 16. De 


For this opinion, vid. Orig. cont. Calc lib. 
vill. p. 420. —Procop. —Chry ſoft, Hom, 36. in 


1 Cor. et Hom. 24. in Act. Apoſt.— Baſk 
Liturg, n 
N. 1201 the 
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the matter, where he obſerves that the 


women ought, in decency, to have their 


heads covered, becauſe of the angels. 1 


might obſerve too, that a prelate near 
oor - own times, diſtinguiſhed for his 
evangelical -piety, was of the ſame opi- 
nion , did I not conſider this part of 
my ſubje rather as matter of curioſity 
than of uſe. | | 


1. What J have here principally to in- 


ſiſt upon, is the propriety: of a reverent 
and-attentive deportment in the houſe of 


God. 


x here is ſomething ſo ſolemn, ſo great 
and affecting in the appearance of a 
congregation, uniting in the worſhip of 
the almighty Providence, that one thanld 


r Bp. Taylor. Gredt Exemplar. p. 176. 
f think 


1 "Pp Rw_ wyYy 
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think the awfulneſs of the ſcene itſelf 
might impreſs the mind with that re- 
ligious veneration, which the nature of 3 
the duty, when conſidered, muſt in- 
ſpire. 


But it appears that the duty icſelf 
ſtands in need of conſideration; and let 
us, therefore, conſider it as we ought. 
In the firſt place, what is the occaſion 
of our aſſembling here? Do we come 
merely to meet our friends- or acquaint- 
ance? Was it our errand to cenſure the 
dreſs or appearance of our neighbours ? 
Or was it to exhibit our own perſons to 
the eye of public curioſity and reſpe&? 
Were theſe, or any of theſe the pur- 
poſe of this aſſembly ? Every man, for 


himſelf, wh anſwer in the negative. 
Aft 5 But 
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But hat, then; I aſe, was the deſign 
of this meeting? Tue anfwer; you would 
make, is obvious The pubſte worlhip 
of Almighty God this is a molt im- 
portant purpoſe. indred ; 5 che firſt, and 
greateſt duty of a rational creature. 
But, is it poſſible that what you tell « us 
ſhould” be the caſe? Is the Almighty 
to be worſhipped by levity and imperti- 
nence? Come you into his courts to 
indulge your curioſity, your malignfty, 
or your indelence? Is this really the 
temple of God, or is it the temple of 
tet ?—where. we may yer i indulge 3 
Iite Num} * 4 Vale ſleep, 4 a little Hallig 
of the arms! Is this then a Macs of di- 
vine worſhip, ot: is it not rather ſacred 
ta impertinent curioſty f place con: 
venient: for making cenſor ous vemarks, 


0 
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to gaze about us with ſtupid impudence, 
and to fit down, contented if we ſee a 


foible i in our neighbour... 


If ſuch was our buſineſs, of if ſuck 
be our behaviour, we come, indeed, as 
the royal Preacher ſays, to er the facri- 

fice of fools : for nothing can be à more 
flagrant proof of folly, than to act con- 
trary to all decency and propriety, —— 
And ſurely to bring the - airs of levity 
and vanity, to come with a cenſorious, 
an indolent, or a trifling ſpirit, into a, 
place ſet apart for divine worſhip, is not. 
only in the laſt degree indecent and im- 
proper, but muſt be attended with | no 
N N of out. 


U. n e preface ther 


we thus behave ? Is it before an earthly 


Vote I. 0% Oln. prince ? 


4 | Fg 
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£\OWMW $HG0o 
prince ? ? 25-1: ſuch a caſe we ſhoyld 
be chrefül hot to” groe 'offehee by a 
triſfing levltey, or an Tate 5 or, 
It is not in the courts” of in e earthly 
prince that we mould thus emen our 
ſeyes; — —but—itr i is in the Lord's houſe, 


even in the "courts, of t the bouſe of aur God 
Dit is in the preſence of chat great, and 
ever - adorable. Being... whole eye is over 
all his works of. har infinite, and 
| amazing Power, at whoſe command theſs 
ſtupendous worlds wert ere 
anden * that mou rere | 


8 I wart (ono! 
In who nat is it, I ſay, that we 
thus behave? Is it: only before aba! 
beings, ereatures tliat are fall and de- 
pendenx like ourſdves? pode 
bled in-the name, "and fbr Wit Wort 
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JS Hou 3.4 — 


of . that. is not the caſe: fdr, has he 
not promifed that wherever 419 or three 


are gathered, together in his r ur 
oill Hg be in the nid of thew.. 


It is; diener i in 7. — 


preſence of God himſelf that we aſſemble 


70 worſhip him. Were it otherwiſe, 
what would our worſhip be? would not 
that too be the ſacrifice of fools Þ' Were 


there no eye, no ear attentive to our 


devotions, would they not be abſurd? 
would they ndt be unworthy of 4 ras” 
tional hang? 87 


But if a8 we nul, * 3 
there, iSA Power that, attends bath to our 


27 7 and to our Whole ond 7 


Oi RYE af dea dees 


0 more particu win * in the places | | 
of 
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of public #orſhip;-—ſhall we, on theſe 
moſt important occaſions, bring with 
us the foibles of our lighter moments? 
Shall v we be idle or inattentive, cenſori- 
ous 3 or im pertinent! ? Believe me, negli- 
gence, mere negligence would here be 


raſhneſs, and leyity. would be the maſt 
audacious preſurprion.., ai ) I 


"> 4 &>a* 117 
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2 "How reproachful mult i it appear to a 
Chriſtian congregation even to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch admonitions as theſe could be 


7 he be of tha: 2 Pu one 


of their Phileſophers “, ( with the 
< utmoſt order and gravity'; ; When we 
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Apps to orifice,” de kift dur 
« eyes downward, in token of f ubmiſ- 
60 fon, and obſerve every other circum- ; 
6a ſtance that can be expreſſive of 1 mo- | 
0 deſty. Another of their writers , 
who bears the moſt reſpeQable name in Q 
all the heathen antiquity, * would have " 
that perſon puniſhed with death who | 
2 ſhould offend i in the Sk worſhi WP. 
e the Gods,” 3 
uo 5 er en eonon GILL 4h! 
III. It is probable that the ancient 
Jews, from the great reverence they 
had for their temples and their worſhip, 
were not guilty of all rhoſe fpllies dur- 
ing divine ſervice: for Which Chriſtians 
are now ſo juſtly reprehenſible. The 
r ee the preacher | ſeems a 


A 


9 Plato de Legib. lib. x. fub fo. 
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to Tharg e them with is want of TS UAE 
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* mercy: rather than ep fel. By, chere, ' 


r force more ready te Hear. los cont 


Is it poſſible that we ſhould alſemble' 


for the public wo rſhip of God, and a 
fame für e ta Agon 17 GN 
the tim Tefuſe our attention ei- 
. 9 1 5 4 HOY 10 i Qftt 


ther to Nis written wo 9 to n 85 


an 2 SE ori 19 WEI, WO 
592 8. arto d Ipes de oy gd ed from it ice wt. 
Would, n not. This be be a a ſpecies of mock- * 


worſhip ? 
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chip" 11 vs 1: « r FRE... -B 
OU Nope ay 0 

* tft P. "Coy d we aus pe N Jute 


court to an 7 monarchy, while ve. 
n ene AIST AL N 
denie 1 our Attention t "thoſe ofe la a ö. gr. 


Trey J 0. 


cuſtoms, t gle rules x in AG 19 
ed h his ay. 


be had appoure mini ſters t 


Ante! 4 


"us? And” yet during our de, 


ſence i in W or "God's Hou be OW... 
very apt are. we to be Wende iat 5 
tentive, not only to the divine word, and 
to the illuſtration of that word, "butt o 
the Very ſenſe and fignificarſon of the ofe 


prayers and praiſes; W which we ſclemmiy) 
utter with our W-. FA Adi, 


. a 1 V 9 
209. l N J F013" TOL 


4 "it T3 * N 
How often are : our thoug hrs wander. ; 
ing, "while « our VOICES Are lifted unto 
CY) > OW ri 77 ' 81 1 
be Lord! How w many ünweaning ſenten- 
ces how Hany expreſſions, of which 
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the ordinaryicourſe of our devotions 1. 
Vet ſurely theſe prayers ſhall aſcend in 
vain, and bring down no bleſſing on the 
head of him that uttereth them. While 
ware but the mere channel of words. 
white our orgins are made to "convey! 
expreſſions" to which we affix no mean. 9 


ing, what do we make of ourſelyes more 
than machines ? Or, as St. Paul has it, 


what are we better than ſounding braſs, 


or than tinkling gmbals? # bs 


0414 10 DIO 


"One ſhould think that M 1 of our 
natiye dignity, the dignity of a reaſon- 


able being, might rouſe us from ſuch an 
unmanly, ſuch an irrational: indolence. 
What! Has God given me theſe facul- 
ties offenſe and intelligence, theſe powers 
ef A AF oy een, 1 

| . 
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ſhall I.degrade my reaſbnable nature by 
uttering! ſounils, lite ſome mimie bird 
1 attended with ne meaning dig 

„ ric 1515111 163 mi Jo SSd 
Ibm hen L addreſs myſelf, to. chat. 
Being, who gave me this. denſe, this, 
PE: of reaſon and reflecion— 8 1 


then make no uſe. of denn, ? Shall, t 
Giver of t theſe ge good gift $ be > the $3 
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| one in whoſe ervice 1 neglect to employ 


them! ? Is ir poſſible that 1 ſhould be 1o 


ſtupid, or fo uugräkeka7 —Though no- 
thing c can be more to, the purpoſe than 


nt 2 * | 


5441154 3112 \ 181 
ſuch enquiries as theſe." perhaps there 


are nd enquifics"Whitever 5 Me ſo fell” 

dom mader and this, J take it, 18, in A 

e ge f. Nen N Want , 

delhi 9963 500 nig Doch Ff rf 

20g Jo un: di Dag N 1 oft 

IV. Hier aonfder: ue, that cus da evil. 
The, human mind is fo volatile and 
ſa 
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ſo various; and our thoughts are fo ac. 
cuſtomed to proceed from one object to 
another through the chain of ideas, thats 
It requires the: ſtricteſt attention and re- 
ſolution to keep chem fixed on che fate! 


ſubject for any conſiderable time This 


IL obſerve, not by way of excuſe or palli- 
ation of the fauſts I havealitady meti- 
tioned, but that when you Ko. erb 
when you conſicdef, (fo it could tot be 
unknomn to you) how apt che thoughts 
are to Wander, you ſhould by ſtricter" 


attention, and a more zealous Cate call * 


them home to che duties of divine worg 


ſhipo21c ut 913.50 Q3 n. IQ eim 191 1319 26 
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fois bot weak Ip6logy” "fora 3 h 


that 58apable of thdet8ht\al nd defleckion, 
to ſay that he was led into error By Want WJ 


of on ſideration. For what purpoſe, 
think 
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think vou, dig Hed:give us theſe facul- 


in his ſervige ? And hall they then die 
dormant? Shall they then only be more 
particularly uſeleſ "ak ve-profeſietly 
n me hi > 40092 yas wi Hoot 


th — * 1 * T7 To | 
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When. our + ſhould Lu, £ 


played. on bis favours and on his mer- 
cies—when, they ſhould. offer up thoſe 


prayers, that ought to proceed both en 


the, ſpirit and the underſtanding; or 
while they ſhould be meditating an 9 s 
human duties, or the divine promiſes, 


as either may happen to be the ſubje&:'!! 
of the preacher, ſhall they meanly re- 
turn t9, theig ſecular, employments, and 
go, ſeme 10 eee their. 


| nerchandixe. ek ag; cw: 
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In one word, my friends, let us take 
the method of that prinee wh6 was well 


acquainted with the human heart, and 


knew how to govern it; let us endegs 
vour to e akvays before u. 1 . With 
out thiy awakening ſenſs of tie Arvine 
preſence, our aſſembling here will only 
be to offer the ſacrifice of fools : our preach- 


ing will be vain, and your other Lore D 


vain __ 
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Mar T E. xxv. 45. 


| Tnaſmuch as ye did it not to one of the gt. 


of theſe, ye did it not to me. 


JF the laſt charge of heaven can affect 
us; if the final ſentence of the judge 

of the world deſerve our care; if it may 

concern us to know why God accepts, 

why he rejects his creatures, the import 
of theſe words ſhould be well weighed. 

| Our 


tent, has given us this account of. the 
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Our Saviour, deſcribing the aff t judg- 
Tg of that great oy 


oe When the Son of chan, fins he, 
ent > V. 
4 "Hall come in his glory, and all the 


ec holy angels with him, then ſhall he 


| « « ſit upon the throne of his glory; 


% And before him mem be gathered 
& SA. 811 561 
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« And he wal kpeleit fn one 
_— andther, the | good on his right 


1 hand, and the wicked on his lefr. 
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„Then ſhall be ſay to thoſe on his 
night hand; Cote ye bleſſcd of my. 

Father, zwe ene kingdom pre repared | 
© for you froifi Hi be Sung Sitting” of che 
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and ye Lan 


6 ye gave t me e meat; ; thi 
nie drink; 1 was a firang er and. ye 


took me in; naked and . de clothe 
6c me; 1 Was fick and ye viſited | me; 
w in priſon and 1e. came unto me.“ 


| When the righteous ſhall diſown che 
remembrance of theſe kind offices, ang 
m odeltly, re refuſe the acknowledgraent' to 


which they think themſelves not de 
chen ſhall he reply, 


. mand * 
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For, „when, ſay they, ſaw we a 
« an hungered and fed thee not, ot 
« hrſty- and- gere thee ne drink ? 
&« When fw de thee © a. ſtranger̃ and; 


| 1715 them to ſeek an evaſion in 
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IV. Dra w FX reflections from the 
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wW 2s may beſt excite us | ro the du 
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I. I am to conſider the kn 
of, as deſcribed by our S- 
Charity is not, nor ought to be, 
3 leck or party of men. 
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* the judge of che wprid, ad; 

drefling himſelf ro, the rightronity, fays, | 

Inofmuch as ge have done it to ane M the J 

leaft of theft my Wethbyin, all nations ate | 
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Fhe particular odio, W id ( 
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prone rg che raked;-rhe gel and | 
ch ple,” | | 


7151 fe 


9 . 
5 1 
1 
, 
* * * 


© hvughvatt che cveuinltines' bad. 


[ 

l 

aa keglery and misfortune are hot her j 
enbmerited, they" ate, "mib{t” of "them; | . 
p ol 0 


ee 4; * 29205 1 1861 
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Thoſe canveniencies which fortune 


15 1 f e. | 
can fopply will nd" | proper chiect 
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in the hungry and the raked; and no 
ate more intitled to the Rind — 5 if 


humanity than the ck and the prifone?. 


1 \ 18 y\ FP 


They "Op through cſs es," ör 
the various diſadvantages of ws att be- 
come deſlitute of the common neceſſaries 


of nature, tre tertaimly entitled to the 


aldſtance of thoſe, who,” perhaps, have 
been enriched by the fame inconſtant 
hand of chance that has reduced cheſe to 
depend on their relief; if it be proper 
to call that the hand ef chante, which 


may, poſlibly, in ſome. caſes, be nothing 


els, hut the wiſe diſpenſation of proyi. 
dence, that places theſe objedts befprg 
us for the exerciſe of virtue. 


5910) laid Sion, N 


Spell! I chen ſee my, brother in diſtreſs. 


O 120 


wichour giving him that aſſiſtance which 
M 2 heaven 


* 


. 


heaven has placed in my power? How 
ſhall 1 hope for the continued bounty 
ald blefning of God, if 1 ded] not my 
btead to the hungry? How ſhall 1 
chim the merits of my Redeemer's me- 
di ation, 4 charity which muſt be extend. 


71 


ed tO 1 me, if 1 neglect his moſt material 
Precepts, and refuſe my raiment to de- 


fend the naked ? The hungry. and the | 
naked are the work of his bands, and 


have an equal right to human conveni- 
pee ot myſelE. ,. Na 


1810 2 R 5. in How 38035 185 

T noſe who in eben and pain, 
Jos cannot taſte the pleaſures of life for 
2 golm, who have cheir bed Im darkneſs, 
"and their pillow'on the thorn, are fehl 
Kon 5 pity * eee rock 
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To 
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To vulſit the ſick, and to give them 


the little comfort we can adminiſter, is 


an indiſpenſible duty: And, though the 
Kind affers of condoling pity be unable 
to ay the feeble knees, or ſupport the 
qrooping head yet is it not entitely 
uſeleſs; for, beſides that in offering our 
compaſſion we diſcharge a duty incum- 


bent on humanity, it is not altogether 


vain, with reſpect t the object. The 
wretched, though incapable of the plea- 
fores of ſociety, are pleaſed; to find them- 
ſelves 1 not neglected in their milety ; and 
it is ſome alleviation to pain, to find an 
ear that will attend to, and a heart r 
will pity it's complaints; odw en, 


10! Sul to 25; 1018901 4 ern *;'£7 70080 O. 


The unhappy objects who. have loſt 


Joch. zhejx. berty apd, their forrunes- 


1 as the accidents c of 
M3 * buknely, 


Ms iy 
9.9 & 


bulineſs, andthe dSenities of n, 
at laſt find u retreat iy the ſolitary Horrors 
of a priſon,” and are t hound in "miſary 
and iron, are indeed pitiable, for their 
condition 4s'wretched: To viſit and fel 
eve theſe ubhappy creatures is a — 
truly mee 


vl 


N el PEA Ganda, 
not to mention the ant af comfortable 
conveniencies, is a ſad condition of velngs 


and i in Ar Toni BOONE. 


Contrary to the nts of the 55 | 
ſoner, but not much inferior i In * | 


Fry cn” LY — 


is that of h him to > Whom ou our ) cage gives 


Q _ 


the name of a it ranger. 


Vu | 
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SERMON XXI. * by 
Under this denominatinn are included 
all who have do jmaecgiate. zeſidence ig 
life 3. who wander. ap 4d. Aawn.in ſolitary 
Naces, and hate ford. yo city ts divell an. 
To kad theſe ag oo, defeace fn 


A. ahe,painaot 
hunger, to help che weary, en their way... 
to be giues 10 hoſpitality, and to ænlertain 


rangers, is not ſurely 4300 Reer a 10 
eee tn 6 


Such 1 is the Dates: and uch are re the 


F*s +» 
th 
— 


ohjects of charity na by our $a 
viour. +, ibn Sr why 


My ay 4 . 
þ e' » 
14 „ x S #7 rs 
F 


ot nf. ” 
21 p2got 


Give. me leave, in in the dert Pace, tp 
Soner the moral wee of, char 


duty. 


504 


II. No N. may is ba ler Pant, bur 
for the whole, Every individual i is as a 


tba Ms 1 


LY 
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link in che great chain af ſagictys where 
all arg knit, cogether, and mutually de- 
pendent. The animating and connecting 
Principle, is felt. le, which feeks it's 
own good io that of i it's fellow. creatures. 
Tf this principle be wrong directed; ii 
we, through. a falſt concluſion, refuſe to 
aft : any member, of our ſpecies whoſe 
neceſſities demand relief, we neglect the 
import of moral reftitude and the firneſs 


pgs as well as break thr on the 
oogelſt bong « of community, ich 18 
mutual f ſuppo pott. But the reaſonableneſs 
of charity,. needs not to to be proved. by 
abſtraftea a peculatlons, it s intrinſic ex- 


2 


cellence ſufficiently recommen 
| ,DOO2 Oh 0) 401; PISTON BE! 
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1 
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| C aritabl 1 2 
Dus £22106 * . Io great ang 3 g 
2. 32 ah fallible 


Adills? © * 


wefulibte arzument of 1 Yehevolent 


mid? A mind that has 'Renourable 


thoughts of Pole chat relle 


d upod it; and is ſecüre and anconcerntl 


« Ann events of this 16,2903 534 


11 * At It! 1 ELE! 411 II 
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ache true uſe of this world, "Ind to IS 


& have > more than a ; juſt v va ue for ir, 
& Tie will not be g governed and made a 


188 * a. 


« ans by his AY but is reſolved h 


n Nn. 


@ to make uſe of it for the purpoſes i to 


138 


10 lich i it was given, and chuſes rather 


10 115 0 


i charitably than io die leb. 

2 — 1051 11 44514 ys 1% 3411 IG * 

He that orgets not to do good, 10 

©* communicate, gives us a fair aflurance 
9 4% £7 Vi33ii \ 

= that "his converſation. s in 2 3 

«that he has made a nter choice, and 
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dish in purſuit of: mahler hiects than 
ate 10 be met wit here; for, N he 
*r had no farther aim than the views of 
| temporal bappineßb, if his "thoughts 

<< were only” confined to this World, we 
* mbüld have Teaſon to believe, that be 

ell nor part art 10 freely with it,” * 


2923 218 Bas bo. to 


There 18-00 Rronger prof. of * 
ternal excellence of charity, than that 
admiration it infallibly draws after it, 
when it appeats in low and pnwealthy 
characters. When the abilities of the 
giver ate ſmall?” when he has nothing 
io depend on but What the hand of 


be Eg EF e lives ſuc- 


«cellvely by rhe ingufry of the day! 95 


When, us Sti Paul teſtifies of the 


0 Macedoriansg:7wierb Nur cu imiag not q 
N. 8 
* only 


| hk PR” 


8ER MON XXI 17 
+ and, like che widam in the goſpel, 
* caſt, a8 it were, their whole. living 


« into the treaſury af the poar,, this is 


vof the benevolence. and, derotion cf 
* their tener, chat they he 3 worthy 
« apprehenſion of God, and are gene- 
wa inclined rowands their * 


4 cieatunes. ©: 


winded 


111 is 2 god. Ike thing 1 to relieve the ne- 
ceſſities of the 8 and to im — 5 


the nobleſt attribute of heaven "OO 
my The 


ach. #3 


N Mülsen e eee | 

lence ef charity, che reaſooablencis of it 

z probable in chat it is condftent with. d 
dignity of human nature. 


- 
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4 The- c aritable 3 Peron, when hi 
«Fortiin®” bars aby proportion to the 
„dutgeneß ef hi mind is che great und 
0 nlverfal remedy againſt the ealaritics 
cf fe: Ie is 4 father to the father. 
| Aged eyes v0 the blind; and feet to tlie 
«tare; he is liberty" to the Taptive 
and: if nor health, yet aſe! and w. 
u femment to the fc. hi THO © 


2. 1903 og g £37 7 ac £ 7 Ie 75 85 * als 2» 


3 o dry the tears of want, and to ſooth 


15 and to make the mind of veteſſity 
ea ealy, a Lind reli ign „ niuſk be © the higheſt 
rational ſatisfaction that the mind 1 man 
gan be capable of. ad Sve 5 Thy 


hat 4 heavenly pleafure is 18 c0 "Y 
© ceived" in behiolditig/"4* pobt object 
r tranſporeet ith Joy n rcteving a f. 


{01 19 2018431 2113 gt CON ras 
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the apguith of p pain; to ehesr deſpondſag 


Are e 


e e ̃ AuL.... ² . > 
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« beral Ig an, the hand, 2 

ment from the table of another. How 
«.delightful i is it to abate, if not extin · 
« guiſh- the miſery: of one of our on 
+ſpecies, and to communicate pleaſure 
dat ſo cheap a rate! To have the con- 
ſcious ſatisfaction, and aſſurance, that 
« our minds are generous and humane; 
og the ſoul i is untainted by covetoul- 


1 neſs, 8 and envy, and conſequently free 
« from the diſturbance | of thoſe deteſt 


« have ay 
F. + happineſs to human nature,” 7 110“ Is 2110! 11 


By this we have the ſublime kderty to 


conglude chat we ares in ſome meaſure, 
of a cemper reſembling that of the Author 
of pur, brings Ang chat oe ſhall, meet 
fle approbation ig the rewards of im- 


mortality, 


LLM 
7 ü ones L807 544 
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The -religious - and moral de⸗ 


90 


2 as ye did it not to one by the 
ma ery jon 15 


551155 121 NG 


Ik narure and abjest of G: 
Jas deſcribed, by our; Saviour, and 
the reaſonableneſs of that duty, upon 


moral principles, having been — 


conſidered, T ſhall ribw procttd to eu, 


27 7 24 120081 2811 5 339301 VOIG TE 


u. Thejabſoture; nocuſg of it. in 


compliance with the divine commands. 
%Y The 


nwfal Mutuel has per mittech a variety! of 


S E RM ON XXII. 175 
The eternal ' Providence, wiſe in aff 
his. Wipeaſatiods,, aid lewbinglove? aff. bis 
works a wide field for the practiee of 


ciccumiſtances and conditions, d human 
life, as well for that necgſſaci ſubbieina- 


tion in the government of ſociety, as to 


lay open the virtue of reſi: gnation to the 


poor, and that ,of beneficence to the 
wealthy. | | 
4) 0 vSKd e oe ee e | ET rd 
As a great patt of motal virtue con- 
ſiſts in this beneficence, man would have 


häd Hrkle to de 48 3 focial creathle, 
#equmty= of conditions nde © cha- 


my unnereſfary. 1 Yo @2snidenotset 119 


eolqiontiq gott 


remanobered, that 


wy od QI Er. 


Babi 90,450Rt 


as providence. has. rendered this virtue 


aniveilally PRIGIKRDE, be bas Hikewiſe 
ehunmmog antvib cls Hi 3208gaae”- 


AT 
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duty. Coanlendy with bis unerring 
wiſdom and benevolence, be bas not lc 


earn of 4 Ave: founded only on 
choice, or on natural principles ; but has 
ex prefaly charged the rich in this warld 


that they ſhould be ready to difribute, and 
willing to cammunicalle. 


It is, indeed, an boloirable com- 
miifion that they have from the Al. 
wighty, to give | bis beuols their 7 portion 
of meat ; bot they ſhould effect that ; as. 
the duft is honourable and. weighty, 
they ought to perform, it with, a propot- . 
fidelity, and chat ii 2 
a fieward that ' be be fer faithful. _ 


4 1 — 8 _ 
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n 
anl. 1 ot affluence cas boat faperior 
merig;, they. ovight, now, 1 therefore, 6e 


boch upon wege ; a6 enjicled to the 


comforts of. plenty. excluſive. 0 - their. 

fellow. creatures, but to conlider that . 

+51 28 * . © FIT 4 * 

. are 'the Tard a „ 4 nd fo 5 {is 8 cart} 
1835 % 2QL — 

and ihe 7 10 thereof. 
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ate vec 


This conſideration” ought” to i it's 
dye. effect. With. regard to. the duty of 


FO a 


charity.) were it enjoiged by, no  partigular, 


commands | in, the ſacred writin 3. But 
þ IS 4 Node 4 433 * 0 A 


fearce a * x apthor there, from e To, 
eee 8 


der of $5 iw2 — loweſt 7 th her, 
4456 MOL 21 4 
of apoſtle, ſſe, has © left this d wo unconl — 


r n 


ed; Ratee any but Ras; gien us bone di- 
ANL Woot Ede e or 

2 Shaye hand 
Hl. Though 
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- iLhovgh: che Chriſtian: duttrine ex- 
hing ite peter, and enjoins in more 
| ſtrongly, Jet vas it not unknown in the 
Moſaic diſpenſation. ..S6 great was, even 
then, the.rbputation of charity, that che 
Jews made! a: parade of performing it; 
and ſounded a trumpet to ſummon the 
poor to their alms. 


* 1 * 


9 TE ' | ' 
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„ his method, indeed, of re ioving the 
neceflitous, Was not ſo much the con- 


MY $5. 


ſec quence of a charitable diſpoſition as of 


£44 + 


Je deſpicable vanity, and deſerved no other 
name; but i it IS, nevertheleſs, a ſufficient 


1 8 how eta Bi and how ho- 
90 urable t. this virtue was accounted... 


adds Goll this bl pidde 10 ur the 
credit of charity with reſpect to human 
ppinion, as a virtue only morally good, 


Oy excluſive 
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S ER MON XXII, wg 
excluſive; of any religious imjunction: 
They kneu it to be a duty enjoined by, 
ant the diſcharge” of it acceptable to 
God; Thus we hear the Phariſee, when. 
enumerating his virtues, and making a 
merit of his picty, Wee wens 
alns tavice a ure. 8 5. 


That his prayer was rejected, ft * 
wretched Publican preferred before 
him, is no argument that the virtue of 


charity was not acceptable. His was 


not charity but inſolence, not humanity 


bit pride. Nor is it a wonder that his 


Job, 3 


addreſs" was not received by that'B Being 


who is the ſearcher of hearts.” af who 
jndges not from the action but from the 
Pringiple. 24001 Die n bs 10 111 77 
ena alan 345i, 6 26 Hoi 


#24 +3 * 
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If we conſult the hiſtory of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, we ſhall find him, on many 
_ occaſions, beſide this mentioned, deſcrib- 
ing and enjoining the duty of charity; ſo 
frequentiy and fo ſtrongly does he incul- 
cate it that it may be called the very 
efſence of chriſtianity, and it's cardinal 
virtue: Nor can there be any impro- 
priety 1 in that aſſertion; for it is the fum 
of religion, and may be rightly defined 
| the love of 175 and wh * 2 de 


He who is deſtitute of * ü * 
acts not from this principle, whatever 


may be his pretenſions to religion, or 
virtue, wants the eſſence, of both, 


74 We have many deſeripfions of {this 
duty both by the prophet and apoſtles, 


_. FA as 
* * , 


* 
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28 well as by our Saviour, but the weſt 


deln pu is his life. 


11 we porte him through the whole 
find that to go about doing gaod was his 
inyariable buſineſs. To comfort the af- 
flicted, and to feed the hungry; to re- 


ſtore the ſick to health, and the blind to 
light; to make the deaf hear, the lame 


walk, and the dumb ſpeak, were the 
exerciſes he delighted in, and the con- 


tinued actions of the day. 7 


This was the life whoſe merits intitle 


us to heaven, and which is ane the 


Pattern of our imitation. 


Hence appears the abſolute — 
el brian eharity; for ſhould we 
"” N 3 neglect 


382 SER MON XXII. 
neglect theſe precepts wh the captain 
of dür falvation has o ſtronghy enjoinecd, 
How ſhall we hope for his favour ! how 
Thall we plcad for acceptance by the me- 
tits of that life, whoſe example we have 
not profited by which 1 not 
worth our imitatio nn 


Jo add to the force of this argument, 
I might here quote the ſeveral texts of 
ſcripture wherein God has expreſly Com- 
manded the duty of charity. But what 
has already been ſaid will, I hope, be 
fuffieient to convince you as well of the 
nature n ande abi. 
Jute neceſſity of it, inline e. 


NOTTS 772 13 IC 


IV. I ſhall only now, therefore, draw 
ſuch refle&ions-from:the whole, as may 


om excite us RO ä of it. 
5 » [1 As 
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SER MON XXII. 183 
As the great end of ſociety, is mutual 
aſſiſtance and ſuppert, if though iniqui- 
tous ſclkſhneſs, we refuſe that/aſliſtance 
to pthers,; which, in the poſſjble;changs 
of things, we ourſelyes might have-ſtood 
in. need of, , tranſgreſs the laws of na- 
ture, and the dictates of :reaſens {110 / 


+ The great maxim of moral life ist ta 
« do to others as we would: have others 
« do. 49. us. But if ye negledt the 
complaints of miſery which we :egrald 
comfort, or the cries of .diffrels-we-can 
-poſſibly. relieve; do we not refaſki;zhe 
vdiee ol nature and of reaſon; ſuppoſing 
the injunctions of religion enztely out 
of the queſtion ? 1 apps 


WSI ,970127903 won ih 10 ile} 1 
As man is formed for ech ne is 
naturally: benevolent Being, ready to 
A 1 rejoice 


release derb them dt voice, and werb 
cult em thet tucen, Kindly intereſis 
himſeif in che welfare, and wilhes the 
Thas chis is more particularly the ge- 
nius of chis nation, the many publia 
charities:eſtabliſned within theſe few. 
yeats ſufficiently teſtify. " Theſe, let us 
hope, may cover a miſttitude of ou na- 
tional crim es. Would to heaven there 
were not fuch a a m multitude. to cover |— 


174311; 


| Theſe a are noble inſtances of that charm: 
ing ſpirit of benevolence Rs. is in- 
fpired by Mui. by pięty, as * 
EOF <210904396 1 = 1121211 Y 40 1000 
1 H 99d 3o0mms; ods 8 10 n 
Indeed, be vie in the might of luxu· 
ry and affluence, can behold, his fcUpw: . 


creatures ready to periſh, Vith, Want, de- 
: 7 oft ſeryes 
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ſorves not the name of a human being. 
What eau juſtiſ the man hu gives ta 
a tribe of uſcleſs domeſtics; or creutures 
that have no further end than to oontri- 
bute to his | amuſements; that bread 
which the laborious. hind has procured 
him, while he, perhaps, through want 
of a ſufficiency of it, pines in . 
2 e w63 vo ENT 


n is ineffectual, would the = 
fluity of affluence ſupport ! | 


IV W 39. DIY 314 #% 10 igt 2 > 


How many are rendered ene 
labour by ſickneſs, or accidents, or che 
infirmity of age, who cannot be receiv- 
ed into public h6ſpitdls; ind" wh get, 
it is to Ve feared; Httle relief from! 5 ib 
lic Contiiiariths 1 liq 07 Ne CSTUISANO 


29779} How 


#31 How 5 Ma). ſtarve in unſeen ſo li- 
tudes, ſcattered up and doyn over wilds 
and deſarts, where the hand of. kindneſs 
Was never extended, which the eye of 
benevolence never ſac !:; 


Though ve are not obliged to imbitter 
life by conſtantly partaking of, or con- 
templating the miſeries of our ſpecies, 
yet it is our duty to hear the complaints 
of diſtreſs, and to relieve mama on all 
TOES accaiofns; d life 19h ο 


We are aſſured that we are by ſuch 
means laying up for ourſelves infinite 


happineſs i in a future exiſtence : For we 
are told, that he who giveth to tbe Poor, 


lendeth zo the, Lord. a e af 


1 
— 


How ought the nch in an WE to 
0 that they have ir in their power 
to 


7 
M5 


SERMON EE 187 


to inveſt their poſſeſſions i in the ſecurity 
of Heaven Can there be any greater 


0 to a rational creature than this, that 


he can make the frail fortunes of this — 


laſt 9 the grave? 


5 This is effectually to lay up treaſure 
in a repoſitory free from the inroads of 
n ene and the ruſt of time | 


Te - Riches: thus applied are, indeed. a 
bleſſing, nor ſhall their poſſeſſors find, if 
thus they diſpoſe of them, any unhappy 
conſequences from that declaration, that 


it is hard for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. | 


The divine pleaſure which a benevo- 
lent mind enjoys in relieving the neceſſi- 


Sgt the wretched 1 is, all other conſi- 


2 derations 


1 SER MON XN. 
derations apart; well worth the purchaſe. 
It is, as it were, a foretaſte of that eter- 
nal joy which ſhall be the ſure Ss of 
thoſe who. have Pity on che Paar., 


Sinks then häture and ftatbn call 5 
us, f ſince heaven and happineſs i inyite us, 
knee all Jaws moral and divine oblige us, 
let us perform this duty with chearful- 
rand alacrity ; ; for God loveib 4 cbear- 
Jul giver. | | 


Let us willingly impart of the good 
things of this life to the poor and needy. 
The Lord careth for them. Freely we 

\ Save received, let us freely give. - 


. 


Let us lay out the wealth we have in 


thoſe uſes, for which only it is ſervice- 
able, 
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3 able, in ee _ 
the hungry!!! 
Let us not t ſuppoſe that to be loft 


which is given co the poor; it is lene 
unto the Lord, and he will repay it 


That we may never be inattentive to 
the complaints of the neceſſitous, and | 
never 'unheatd, when 'we implore the 
mercies of heaven, may the God of al 

truth and kindneſs grant! by 
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and conſcious Integrity. 


Jos xxvii. 6. 


5 ri ande I hold faſt; and 4 will not 
[tet it $9.3 My heart ſpall. not reproach. 
: meſo Jong as J live. 5 


4 . nog ROY 
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"TNSTABLE" as water, thou 
<1) ſhalt not excel, ” bald the dy- 
ing Patriarch to one of” his ſons; an 


1 


the ſentiment was, "ndeec 55 „ worthy. of 


vg \ 24 


that wiſdom and pr ophetie knowledge 
which J 


73% 
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which the eaſtern Sages were ſuppoſed 
ro Adee been, iti-a birtibiilar muhner, 


favoured with, upon the approach of 
eren "BS won oHh 30 Þ 


* 
1 


In Waters that N to the common 
conduct of life, to the progreſs of art 
and the acquiſition of knowledge, it is 
obvious both from reaſon and experi- 
ence, that a wavering diſpoſition can ne- 
ver attain either to excellence or to hap- 
pineſs. With regard to religion, the 
concluſion is equally true. Iris in vain 
for him who 47 his hand te 2 


1 


8 it may, — a while, 7 ; on it's 
% fers owing, ſhall, at the la J return 
wth joy, und bring its ſheaves with 11.— 


% 
3511 k 1 He 
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He oolx it- i who ; endureth 40. the end, 


that ſhall be ſa ved: he who, through 
all the trying changes of this Jife, 
like the Patriarch, will not remove, his 
integrity from bim, who holdeth faſt his 
righteouſneſs, and will not let it go; 
he only it is who may hope for the 
ſubſime and n Rewards of 
* . 


. to 1 yen ; 

ot righteous man forſaketh his 
_ Tighteouſnels, and fallethsinto-iniquityy - 
in his iuiguily that he hat commutted-foatl * 
be die. In due time wwe ſhell reap, if we 
faint #0! but Tt e grow wrtbry in Fell 
doing ;- if ' we run not with patience and 
perſeverance che race which is fer before 
6 * retire. Wheeled, and 
onen: Naca: of. Al g * f 


t 
= 
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give up the proſpect of the promiſec 
land, becauſe — — 
our portion wilt deppen thoſe 
who are e e | 


ſervants, <UL; 


& 1 2 «x is 4*; * 8 a 


T te. Chitizn Wie ie is, f 1 


no means to be conſidered as a trivial 
| avocation. The ſword and the ſhield 
muſt be graſped with unremitting vigi- 
lance ; for many are the trials we muſt. 
expebt fo e N . 


The e 4 os ace bete 
theſe trials in 4 ſebere degtee. Lis eit - 
cumſtances were ſuch. as make affliction 
always che moſt unwelcome : he had 
lived in dignity which no impertinence 

Vor. Il, 0 could 
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cavld diſturb, in «fence above e ah. 
prehenſion of want, and in health and 
felicity uninterrupted by pain. His houſe 


das the reſort of peace and friendſhip; | 


the voire of the tabret ws heard in his 
dvellings his flocks filled the moun- 
tains, and brought forth thouſands, -and 


ten "thoi lands 4 in his ſkreets; his table 


"Vas clad With the Ticks 'of Arabia; 
and tlie incenſe of Sabea breathed on his 


A ars. au vob: 
ta 0 x % 5 | a L324 a 3 #4 +47 "x" 780 4 
. 


1 


Fer chüs magilficentty Siltinguildes, 
"tha ahne with, neten abun: 


— =" wg inflexible arrogance. He 
n upon riches as the evidence 
of ſuperior, merit. He conſidered them 


as dhe gift of God, and forgot not to- 
bieſ⸗ 


"EF 4 "® 8] 


e 
- 
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455 and works were Bade Fe dif- 
Me in bioporuqn to his citcumſtan 
He was ets 70 che U, and feet 
45 he Jo lte lame. His wordt upheld 
thoſe rbat were Falling, and poco ram 
the JUST rn 1210010; 9 42003 
Ae . 5 e A024 1 hes e e 
„Saab . — 
it drew upon him the _ our at 
mon enemy; who, repreſentetl as con- 
lg with God, would ueprebiate thar 
Titegriplh&taulld! not corrupt.“ For 
K noughtꝰ aft nt thou fratle ur hedtge 
er about ken; acdtaber Mrs Beuſe, and 
*abpat Al that he hatf on eveHNʒ fide ? 
r ofchis hands, 
N O 2 * * and 


ig6 85H N Xxil. 
99 is Rc 


and his ſubſtance 18 increaſed i in a the 


land. But put forth thine hand now; 
er and touch all that he bach, and be vill 
curſe thee'to thy face,” . 


wot ed PSone N 133 ants 61 des 


In this the deceiver was deceived 
When the patriarch was told ſucceſſively 
that he was deprived of his ſons, his ſer- 
yants; ad even all his poſſeſſions, he 
betrayed not one ſign of impious reſent- 
ment, or cenſorious diſcontent. ** The 
Lord gave,“ ſays beg . and the Lord 
hark raken away, bleſſed de the hame 
of the Lord!“ © When)! to add to tlie 
diſtreſbef poverty and leſb of children, he 
was depri nd of health too and doomed, 
in all appearance, 40 Janguiſh our>rhe 
miſerable remaits bf liſt in Hob neſ and 
in ſorrow, he malæes the ſume pious con- 


x & © cluſion, 
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cluſfion,** Shall we receive good at the 
66 hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 
< evil * When made to poſſeſs months 


of vanity, and weariſome nights were 45 
pointed to bim, (till he poſſeſſed his ſoul 


in patience, and declares in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of determined i integrity, 80 <6 my 
« rjg\teouſaeſs I hold faſt, and will not 
n £9 3: my heart ſhall ROTOR 

"PI _ . 9983190 

1 22 

: "Sack is ihe refalurign; which: EY 
tered in the moſt comprehenſive! ſenſe 
of the words, ſhould be formed by . 
chriſtian, and attended to thraugh the 


different circumſlantes of pruſperity an 


adverſity. For to hold faſt our łrighte- 


1 the! diſtreſies of - misfor - 
or ufflictions of whatever 1 


* 
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does not perhaps req; ire greater ſorti- 
tuds or attention, than are neceſſary in 
the luxury of e or the careleſo- 
ß ow” | 


When life looks * ground US, when 
every, appetite is ſfummone; to enjoy- 
ment, and every ſenſe invited by it's ob⸗ 
ject of gratification, we rarely | give ad- 
tnirtance to ſerious conſiderations. Every 
thought that might intertupt us in the 


purſuir of pleaſure i Is induſtriouſly avoid. 
ed, and the geligbtful preſent robs the 
future of our care. 


"Like the traveller, who, charmed with 
the flowery proſpe&ts that ſurround him, 
bits "down forgetful of his deſtination, 
we are apt to loſe ourſelves in the 
plcafing ſcenes of this life, and, while 


/ 
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we enjoy. the manna, we n a 


ume od. 85 


To continue :nflexible to che i importu- 
nity of the paſſions, and to reſiſt the ſoli- 
citations of vice, when "the tis before 
her the bewitching maſk of pleaſure, is 
a taſk to which we ſhould ſummon all 
our | ortitude. If every avenue is not 


* 135 


watched with the utmoſt attention, and 
defended with the ſtrongeſt guard, the 


vigilant « enemy vill have the advantage. 
MF 20 94 | 


- 


It would be ſuperfluous to urge the 
neceſſity of this care, If we look around 


us, what numbers ſhall we £ e who, 


overcome by the intoxication of ſenſual 


Soy ments, haye fallen from their. in- 


ity: Spice barge. away og the 
Jp; O 4 0 licen- 
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lcentious tide of pleaſure or amuſed 
n of IPs: | 


70 retain our innocence in ſuch a ge 
"neral corruption, when the ken of 
example, and the tyranny of faſhion re- 
concile us to the deformity of vice, and 
almoſt enforce compliance, requires no 
inferior degree of reſolution. 


| bbs Vol is ill fo impettepridly-in- 
ſinuating itſelf into our eſleem, by a 
thouſand Toy which we cannot 
be aware of, that nd circumſpeRion can 
he too minute if we would ſtill hold faſt 
our W and keep our virtue 
Zuntaimted. III 10g b 1 0 0) 2 89 
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Hoe a ts take an impartial eſti- 
Ji 28 


mate of the moſt fartering pleaſures that 
oT | this 
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SER MON XIII. 207 
this life can afford, to diveſt the 
gay phantom of temporal happineſs, 
66 « of that falſe Juſtre and ornament in 
«which the pride, the paſſions, "and the 
e follies of men have dreſt her up,” 
would, , perhaps, be the moſt effeQtual 
method to ſecure ourſelves againſt her 
charms. Compared with the purity of 
virtue, and the valuable confideration of 
future happineſs, all ſecular delights will 
r but as the duſt of the balance. 


> * 
14 


12” Fbus. W is ks care EE our 
'righteouſneſs, ſo far as it includes the 
virtues of temperunce and ſobriety, nor 
ought we to be leſs diligent in preſerving 
id. untainted in it 's, other "Moen 


articu arly as * Im lies moral juſt: C 
0 22 Safe F Os Nis 
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To obſerve ſtrict equity in all our con: 
nections, ſincerity in our profeſſtons, and 
humanity and moderation in every cir- 
cumſtance of life, requires a conſtant 


guard over aur paſſions, and an unre- 
mitting attention to the laws of recti. 


tude. 


Self loye is ſo very active and induſtri- 
ous in our ſervice, that unleſs we keep 
A conſtant eye ppon her, and direct all 
her, motions, ſhe will be imperceptibly 
a een on the properties of others. 


© Prige, which is likewiſe the gift of 
nature, and neceſſary | as, ſelf love, of 
mbich every man is poſſeſſed, in a greater 
or a A degree, as PRE, PF 


149444 


PaITES | " ſphere, 


S ER MON XXII. 20 
ſphere, will betray us into ernſoriouſneſs, 
AIG | 


| Emulation, if not duly reſtrained, will 
in the conſequence be envy z and even 
humanity itkelf inſult with the kicdnels it 
confers. . 


Nothing is more true than that che 


heart may be deceived into vice by the 


appearance of virtue. Short fi ahted crea - 
tures as we are, we eau ſeldom foreſee 
to what bounds the molt innocent pur- 
ſuits, when indulged, may lead us; nor 

are we apprehenſive through "what diffe- | 


rent directions a quality apparently good 
may tend to wickedneſs. lt is neceſſary, 


therefore, that we ſhould keep a ſttict 
guard over our conduct, and over the 


ibn of our minds; that we ſhould 


examine 


* 
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examine impartially the principles from 


2 1 


| which” we act, and the rendency of the 


action ; ; and chat, under every circum- 
ſtance, we. ſhould- be cautious, leſt the 
prevalence of Private paſſions ſhould in- 
terfere "with t the practice of the ſocial 
n 


wit 
2 11h. # "7 . 
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NULL 7 


The MY of this winute attention 
mut be obvious to every r man who. has 


made the leaſt acquaintance with his own 


heart, and who wiſhes. that, it may. 200 
robroach bim fo long . as be fel live, 


lx 5113 d! iy 


The fast mentioped 3 is, 


1 


indeed; val | Athers the he moſt defireable 1 


for on the/approbarish of our own "hearts 
depends all 6ur quiet, alf our happineſs 


im this world, 2150151005 5111 75 h ei Jt n cht 
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He whoſe heart will r not bear vitneſs 
to the integrity of his conduct, muſt 


never know what it is to be truly at eaſe, 


Should the "endeavours he uſes to both 
and ſilence the remonſtrances of h his con- 


ſcience, unfortunately for him, prove 
ſucceſsful in that reſpect, yet he can ne- 


ver know that ſenſible, that home- felt 


pleaſure which i is the inſepatable arten 
ati ok a heart that! is Tm Wh | 


tl QITW - 1.8 


Behold here the ite of virtue in | 


the molt effential reſpe&t! When the glo- 
ries of that felicity of which this world 
gave: 4 promiſe, vaniſh away yz when tem · 
poral = hopes a are. gone, and. diſtreſs and 
misfortune make their, irreſiſtible inroads, 
chen! it is that the conſcious mind, fecore 
in 1 and perfectly reconciled to it's 


4 | own 


206 SER MON XXII. 
own reſiections, aſſords a ſupport that is 
„ eee 1 1g 


| - This; it was which ſuſtained = ien 

patriarch under the greateſt diſtreſſes that 
human nature could ſuffer, On this he 
always builds his. repoſe, and refers for 
. conſolation to the integrity of his heart. 
——His cruel and ill- judging friends 
would have adviſed him to fotego every 
ſentiment of that kind, and, in conſide- 
ration of his afflictions, to have locked 
upon himſelf as the molt: abje&t of of- 
fenders, | This advice might proeerl 
from excels of piety, 1 but it was certainly 
wrong. for conſcience is an unerriog; 
Suide, and the heart. has always. a right 
to that ſatisfaction, which" it's $ ow p. 


'F ; 1141 


© probation cab give. . che 


7 


do 8 4 07 22 77) $144 hw 45 ug ©: 
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one 4 the motives to a good life, which 


SE RM ON XXIII. toy 
I cannot here forbear to obſerve that 
there is, even now, à ſect of men wha, 
in this reſpect, are not unlike to Job's 
friends. I mean thoſe unhappy and de- 
uo called Meth6diſts, dr 


1002 E nun 
Tbeſe poor . ho are, in gene- 
5 proſoundty ignorant, and who cateh 


A at ſome branch Or part of a ſcriptural 
text, without, being able to attend to 


the 'felation; and meaning of the whole, 
are for ever depreciating human virtue, 
and dhe n merit of moral Soodneſs:—henpe 
they do the utmoſt prejacice to te 
of religion, which is certainly fou und 

on moral principles, while they d de rive 


" > £1 ; 


the virtuous man ofythat conſcious hap- 
pineſs, which 1 the lategrity. of his, heart 


might afford him. They intirely deſtroy 


18 
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is the ſenſs of thar plein is may yield ; : 
and for ever inculcating the wretched- 


, neſs'of human nature: and human virtue, 
they enlarge the empire of ſuperſtition by 
opening all the gloomy Wenden ** el. 


. N 
WY WIE TY 
| Thus, I 5. theſe + * may — 
reſemble the friends of Job, who wanted 
to deprive him of his only remaining 
| conſolation, the conſciouſneſs of his in- 
tegtity; bot he wiſely anſwered them, 
« My righteouſneſs, hold faſt, and will 
not let it go m heart . ſhall not re- 
oach me 15 Jong as 1 | live.” 
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N "Yet us 4 4 unto all eg 


Als, ok +4 
HIS is ſurely a precept o 1% 
importance, ſince it comes recom- 
mended to us by every writer, whoſe pen 


1147 095 1 A 45 22. 
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n Ant is 7 7 473 — "IS 344.7, 
or tation t to Bene ficen . 


p. of, 


TOE s recommending, the 
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was charged with the commandments 


of his God. 
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| 12 5 at the precept itſelf ſhould 
ever need to be. 10 rep peatedly 1 80 
Diane a WS 


that the beſt and moſt 


11518 1 


5315 


human virtue mould require to be en- G 


joined by ſo many ſinctions, to be in. 
| enlcatod by ſo many tongues! while 
the moſt iniquitous ſelfiſnneſs lays hold 
on the heart, and depraves thoſe Capaci- 
ties which are derived from the een 
ſource of reaſon and betievolencs | Ah 


Whar the Ae uin in 
tended man to be; the conduct that 
18 ſuitable to the dignity of his nature, 
and the happincſs A his condition, 
we. may learn from the character of 
that anvable and exalted rperſan, w¹¹ 
took. upon him the charge of our fal- 


vation. 1908. Jul lit * ae. * 
| Og In 


eſſential Part © of ; 


wings and the Effects of natural evil 


SER MON KI. in 
* "th um we benold eke cel e goodnch, 


"44.447 


ever actuated by focial love) IT | 


IV £13 


with unwearied kindneſs, over the wel⸗ 
fue of others, and promoting their N 
pineſs, with the tendereſt aſſiduity. Ie 
ent about, fays the evangelical writer,, 
dving good, This was the continual. em- 
ployment of his ez, with. this view 
he viſited every town in Judea, and, for 
the ſpace of three fijcceſlive ytars, made 
ithis buſineſs to relieve the ſufferings of a 


mankind. | Where he went, pain and 


ſicknels and infirnity fled before him. 
He was; Hterally, that ſun of righteouſ-” 
neſs-which- aroſe! with 1earrie in his 


"_ for a white, ſuſpended in that 
41, happy | 


. 212 8 ER MON XXIV. 
happy region which had the honour; to | 
e birth. lid to yanogs. ' | 


The effects of natural evil were e fuf- 
pended—nor Was the divine benevolence 
| leſs concerned to prevent, at the ſame 
time, the increaſe of moral evil. He 
ſeldom diſmiſſed the ſufferer, whom he : 
had reſtored | to health, without remind- 
ing him of his duty; ; and when he had 
made him whole, he bade him in in 10 
more. Into whatever village | he went, he 
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not only bealad their Ack, but bang. 155 
people; and FREY chem, as s ſheep nat hav- 

ing 4 ſhepher (i--T71K6530) Hr nen $ 43; ' 

„ ee be- 

ing diſtinguiſhed as a prophet in- his 

on couatryi or amongſti his friends,; 
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ed, and his miracles aſcribed to the 
agency of devils, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, ſo mortifying to human weak 
neſs, he invariably perſevered i in the ex- 


I. 


erciſe of kindneſs, and was not weary 1 


well digg. 48 


© Behold him enter the cottage of 
bumble poverty, to comfort an afflicted | 
family, by reſtoring to their hopes ſome 
dear and valuable meniber! Behold the 
parent, in ſpeechleſs anguiſh, watching 
the laſt feeble looks of her departing 
childt Where is the man of Nazareth 
to change this heart-breaking' ſcene? 
Where is he whoſe tenderneſs will com- 
fort the parent; whoſe power can reſtore 
the child?) He comes the man of Na- 
ꝛareth approaches his kind purpoſe is 


11. 


5 ©-Y  - written 


214 SER MON XXIV. 
written in the benignity of his counte- 
nance “ Be comforted,” faith. he,to 


the tender mourner, « chy child li veth,” 


See * O Chriſtians ! the author of 
your religion, the pattern of your con- 
duct! Ye Cannot, indeed, imitate him 
in his miraculous powers but in the 
motives of his miracles it is yours to 
imitate him —it is yours to adopt and 
cultivate that benevolence; which, was 
eyes to the blind, feet to the * and 
comfort to tie moumer. vit 1ST 


bst 3G 28 ol: D 1 0 1! 18 „ul 

my Litze hour gracious, malter, you cap 
viſit che ſick, ths when 0 ihe widow 
4 phe 1 Be en, and, like him, you can 
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5 didn eee motives be 
A to diſtribute aur breadο the 
LN 4 hungr in ? 


S RR MON XXIV. ang 
hungry? Then turn yout eyes upon 
your amiable Lord, and behold him in- 
duſttiouſſy doing the fame! 


70 TOR 36 903 1-4 6 + 5*7"100 4 ; NM 2. 
Jeſus called his diſciples unto him, 
and faid, IL. have compaſſion on the 


e multitude, becauſe they continue with 


me now three days, and have nothing 
tocat: And I will not ſend them away 
faſting, leſt chey faint in the way.” 


.. Mö, Ji Us 45. 15 49 1 eq 
That divine benevolence which brought 


ſalvation to the ſoul, was not regardleſs ä 


of che wants of the body. That com- 


paſſion Which pitied and repaited the 
ruins of out nature; Which brought us 


out of a ſtate of darkhefs and ner 


into the light and liberty of the children 


61 God, that large compaſfion extended 
5 YT P 4 | to 
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ta the minuteſt neceſſities" of life. Be- 
hold ĩt here exerting itſelf in the ſupport 
of a multitude that wanted bread 
Here was no unneceſſary diſplay of a 
miracle. This multitude was in a deſart- : 
place, and many of the people came from 
far: Probably too many of them were 
poor, and unable to buy themſelves bread 
in the neighbouring villages; for ſuch, in 
general, were the followers of Jeſus—It 
was charity, therefore — it was pure com- 
paſſion that gave occaſion to this miracle; 
and here too we ought to cheriſh the 
motive, —_ we cannot ithitate the 
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Noir 
In one reſpect, however, we may re- 
tain ſomething of the miracle; and (as 


in the caſe of the loaves and fiſhes) i in 
og diſtributing 


* 
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diſtributing our poſſeſſions; we may find 


them increaſe. Poſſibly the increaſe may 


not in this caſe, more than in the other, 


be immediately. viſible; but upon the diſ- 


ſolution of the laſt great multitude, ve 


4 ſhall perceive, that what would not, ori- 


ginally, have filled one baſket, ſhall 
ſcarcely then be contained in ſeyen. 


To encourage a diſpoſition that ſhall 
produce ſuch an happy effect, let us con- 
template our benevolent Maſter during 
7 wot ys Is MAI 
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: Poſibly ſome ſuch usern as theſe 


paſſed in his gracious mind upon that 
occaſion. 
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4 with concern and affection do I look 
upon them; for bey ate the work of 
my Father's hand. He who made of 
one fleſh all nations on the earth, 
meant them to be the aid and fuppoſt 
of each other: To this end he or- 
dained the law of religion to conſiſt 
im mutual Benevolence But, alas 
* how neglected. that law, which, 'in- 
* deed, it is now time tor s me to re- 
* * eſtabliſh! - | 


1 i ? 4 
1 


«, 2 like unto . Es not ul 
a ſhepherd, is this poor and ignorant 
multitude ; that for 4 while forſaleing 
640A ſervile and precarious dependance 
«© or the wealthy, hath followed n me, as 
poor as" the pooreſt, into tKis barren 


t and uncomfortable defart'! ei 91901 9 
on &© From 
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From their ignorange, indeed, I 
de have endeavoured to ſet, them, free, 

and have 44ught chew," many things 3 

* but the bread of life is not, alone; 

uten far them; they have now 
been with me three days in the wil- 

derneſs and have eaten nothing; and 

J muſt not ſend them away hungry 

« leſt they faint by the way: My gra- 

© cigus. Father will readily grant me a 

s ſupernatural ſupply, and] ſhall have 

the happineſs of rag his n 

o his ereatures.“ Ai el 


* is * cold 3 that ĩs not 
en charity by a ſcene like this à 
- where is the narrow ſpirit. that is not en- 
larged by megitating on ſuch a ſuhject? 
Where is the, ſelfiſh. wretch that can be · 
hold 


* T* 
"EN * 
0 N >? 1 


210 SER MON XN V. 
kold his Saviour feeding the hungry, and 
dare to omir ſo neceſſary à duty That 
Saviour, on whoſe mediation he depends 


for everlaſting happineſs, by whoſe kind 


interceſſion” alone he muſt hope for the © 
favour of God—will he dare to withhold 
His hand, when he calleth upon Mum te to 
n on anner 8 


* is aſtoniſhing than choſs Wees 
to follow the principles and precepts of 


the goſpel, and call themſelves; by che 


name of the Son of God, ſhould need a 
rhoment's'exhortation to charity. Know 
they not that this is the moſt eſſential 
Precopt. of the. Chriſtian diſpenſation ? 
Need they be informed that their Savis 
out, their Redeemer, the Judge of the 
world, has declared theſe to be the con- 


ditions 
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ditions. of his accepting them at the 
laſt day, viz. that they ſhall. freely have 
contributed to the relief of the neceſſi- 
tous ? They need not to be informed 3 
Vvculd to God they needed not to be ex- 

horted! But true it is that, however 
reaſonable any duty may appear, or how 
ſtrongly ſoever it may be enforced by 
the divine laws, the human mind will 
frequently be inattentive to it, and leave 
it among the odhectt that are 18 _—_ 
ered): | tog 


* e is in icdelf 0 1 
tue, ſo diſtinguiſned by its peculiar 
greatneſs that one would think it im 
poſſible to conſider without embracing 
ir, or to contemplate en making it 
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Vet all amiabie, all engigihg wha: 
riry uppears, Inſtead of being admifed 
a8 an angel, ſhe is avoided as' a ſyten. 
The reverfions ſhe prothiſcs are looked 
upon as flattering deluſions, deſignetl 
only to draw / us into a preſent etpente. 
We ate not liberal enough to take her 
onportioned to bur favour, and there: 
fore we determine to depreclate her Vik 
wes.” Her generoſity we call profuſie on, 
and her benevolenee weakneſs, n 


(13 in 1.1 


The cauſe of all this is the eds: 
ſion of the heart, Wealth is an object 
that brings preſent | ay 5 reg along 

with it; and how fow. c or how mean b. 
ever UL * ratiffcations n N may | be, they 
Nl ober the influence of e greater, be- 
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cauſe diſtant hopes. 
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.To. OVErcome this falſe attachment, 
and miſtaken, choice, there is no better 
method than, to, reflect how, yain and 
tranſitory. is every temporal poſſeſſion ! 
vaniſh away, and leave the. owner con- 
vinced that the privilege of food and 
taiment is all that they can boaſt 
How deluſive ate thoſt pleaſures which 
fortune promiſes, and novelty for a while 
endears | and, how certain that diſguſt 
and diſcontent, which attend the decline 


oa fs wha gl hap ce phi 
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lk uch could obtain admittance for 
ſuch reflections a as theſe, and if the, mind. 
could be perſuaded « to conlider things io 
this light, i it might not, perhaps, be dif. 
by 2 fol 


224 S ERMON HNA. 
ficult to recommend to it hetter hopes 
en * ee 9 4-24 


He — ſhould be 8 of — \ 
inſufficiency of wealth to obtain any 
laſting happineſs in this world, might 
not be diſpleaſed to find that it was poſ- 
ſible to inveſt it in the ſecurity of an- 


other He who had vainly wearied him- 
ſelf in the purſuit of fugitive enjey- 
ments; might be gratified by diſcover- 
ing the means of that permanent hap- 
pineſs which by experience he had yound n 
— earth. ** 
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brings along with her, and ſuch is the 


happineſs which the has the Power to 
gfe ON + 7% 
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He who hath contributed to feed the 
hungry, and to clothe the naked; who 
hath been a friend to the ſtranger, the 
ſick and the priſoner, hath a moral right 
to hope for an intereſt with that Saviour, 
who has declared that he would accept 
theſe offices as done to himſelf. | 


„ in this intereſt W 
ee. magnificent hopes! Proſpects 
that bring to ſight the regions of eternal 
felicity ; ages. that glide away in intel- 
| leualoy. and love; where the faculties 
ſpread and bloom for ever; ſtretching. 
forward to the excellence of ſuperior na- 
tures 3 unbroken AP exerciſe, and unim- 


Or nels are | hopes which it is in, 
the power pf Beneficence to give. O ex- 
OL. I. Q alted 


226 SERMON XXIV. 
alted virtue! O glorious power! which 
i we exerciſe it in this ſcene of imper- 
fection, "ſhall lead us hereafter to an in- 
numerable company ef ſaints and angels, 
| where we ſhall experience a greater and 
more perfect harmony of affections; 
where ſympathy ſhall be warm without 
weakneſs; and where the reciprocations 
of love ſhall be more tender and more 
dear! 


Does emulation warm us? Are we 
affected with a generous defire of excel- 
lence? Behold it here! To be chari- 
table is to make approaches towards the 
nature of God—=ro do good, is to aft 
Hke him. e eee off. £2 LET 
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If it be impoſlible for human beings 
even to make approaches towards the 
divine nature; yet it muſt be their glory 
and their happineſs to reſemble, in diſ- 
poſition, the angelic powers to imitate 
thoſe exalted ſpirits, that leave their 
manſions of felicity to attend inferior 
creatures, nor deem it unequivalent to 
the enjoyments of heaven to relieve 
the conllicts of ſuffering virtue, and 


to reſcue miſery from the horrors of 
deſpair. 


Thoſe exalted ſpirits that rejoĩced with 
the Father of everlaſting mercies, when 
the foundations of the earth were laid 
that ſung together for joy when, in 
kindneſs, he called forth this ſmiling 
creation, and appointed the ſun to run 


. * 5 his 


23 SERMON XXIV. 
His Face—that exulted at the riſing of 
the ſtar in Jacob, and proclaimed zENE- 
voLtnce: to the inhabitants of ing 
earth r hoſe diſtinguiſhed beings, a8 
their gracious maſter has told us, actu- 
ated' by the ſpiric of invariable kindneſs, 
rejoice upon the repentance of a ſinner; 
and many have believed, poſſibly, upon 
good foundations, that they fr fr equently 
interpoſe their care for the preſervation 
| and happineſs « of the human. race. wy 
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Led by the example of theſe Derbe 


| ſpirits, and obedient to the Precepts of 
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our God a and our ' Redeemer, let Us 


eiligently e embrace the Apolile 8 advice, 
and, a5 we | have opportunity, do good 
—_— all men, 
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Upon this. occaſion, when our Sove- 
reign and our Dioceſan bave called 
upon us to exerciſe our beneßcenge in 
the relief of our poor brethren, let us 
not be inattentive to their benevolent ex- 
hortations, but exert thoſe abilities which 
God hath given us, in promoting the | 
es and comfort of! his * 


A fate of indigence very frequenh 
becomes the lot of man, and, many 
times, from misfortune more than from 
miſconduct. God only knows whether 
thoſe, who now enjoy a comfortable ſup- 
ſiſtence, may not, through ſome unfore- 
ſeen accident, become the objecis of that 


| charity which is this day ſolicited from 


them, 


2 Let 
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Let it not, then, be in vain that it 

| 4s ſolicited ; but let them do unto others, 

even as they would have others do unto 
them. | 
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